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SLRD marks Emergency Preparedness Week with public reminders and
FireSmart events
Residents and visitors alike are reminded to take necessary preparedness steps

Pemberton, BC — With Emergency Preparedness Week May 3-9, the Squamish-Lillooet Regional
District (SLRD) is encouraging residents and visitors to take steps to prepare for emergencies — by
knowing the risks, making a plan, building an emergency kit and strengthening connections within their
communities.

Emergency Preparedness Week is an awareness initiative supported by all levels of government. The
2026 theme, “In it together” reflects the understanding that emergency preparedness is a shared
responsibility and that strong social connections are an essential part of community resilience.

“Preparedness is more than having supplies on hand,” said SLRD Board Chair, Jen Ford. “It's also
about people. And connections. When neighbours know each other and feel connected, communities
are better able to respond to emergencies and recover together.”

The SLRD is a region prone to a variety of risks, with emergencies including landslides, floods and
wildfire, among others. Emergencies can happen quickly and may limit access to essential services.
PreparedBC encourages residents build an emergency kit and grab-and-go bag, while recognizing that
people often rely first on those around them.

“Strong social connections help to ensure people aren’t facing emergencies alone,” said Ford.
“Knowing who might need extra support and who you can turn to makes a real difference when typical
systems are disrupted.”

One of the programs that continues to see strong community support and participation throughout the
region is the SLRD’s FireSmart program. With support from the Union of BC Municipalities’ Community
Resiliency Investment program, the SLRD delivered a range of initiatives in 2025 to reduce wildfire risk
and increase community resilience across all four Electoral Areas. The program continues, with funding
secured in 2026 and 2027.

The SLRD FireSmart team will be attending a series of events taking place throughout the
region in May:

e May?2


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-management/education-programs-toolkits/ep-week
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-management/preparedbc/guides-and-resources
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-management/preparedbc/build-an-emergency-kit-and-grab-and-go-bag

o Black Tusk-Pinecrest FireSmart Preparedness Day (Area D)

o Pemberton Wildfire & Emergency Preparedness Day, Downtown Community Barn
e May8

o Squamish Nation Public Safety Fair, Squamish Nation Totem Hall

e May15

o Pavilion Lake FireSmart Preparedness Day (Area B)
e May 16

o Tyaughton Lake FireSmart Education Day (Area A)
e May 17

o Gun Lake FireSmart Preparedness Day (Area A)
e May18

o Marshall Lake FireSmart Preparedness Day (Area A)
e May 23

o Bralorne FireSmart Preparedness Day (Area A)

Residents can find out more about FireSmart on the SLRD website: https://www.slrd.bc.ca/firesmart

In addition to participating in FireSmart events, the SLRD is calling upon residents and visitors alike to
take several simple actions before the week is over to ensure preparedness:

1. Sign-up for SLRD Alert by following the instructions on the SLRD website.
Follow the SLRD Facebook, Instagram and X (Twitter) accounts for year-round hazard-specific
readiness tips, and to access urgent updates during local emergencies.

3. Create a home emergency plan that can be completed easily and saved to a computer or
mobile device using the Province of BC’s interactive, online tool.

4. Start building an emergency kit and grab-and-go bag — review the Province of BC’s supply list,
gather items you may already have, and make a shopping list for items you are missing.
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About the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District

Located in southwestern BC, the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District (SLRD) is a local government
federation consisting of four member municipalities (the District of Lillooet, the District of Squamish, the
Village of Pemberton and the Resort Municipality of Whistler) and four unincorporated, rural electoral
areas (A, B, C, and D). Headquartered in Pemberton, which is the approximate geographic centre of
the region, the SLRD delivers a wide range of local, regional and sub-regional services to
approximately 50,496 residents (2021 Census as certified by the Minister of Municipal Affairs).

The Squamish-Lillooet Regional District is found within the traditional territories of several First Nations,
including the Skwxwi7mesh Uxwumixw (Squamish), St'atimc and Lilwat. Small parts of the SLRD also
overlap with the traditional territories of the St6:10, Tsleil-Waututh, Nlaka'pamux, Tsilhqot'in,

and Secwepemc Nations. While the SLRD does not provide direct services to the residents of the First
Nations communities located within the region, the organization is committed to enhancing relations
with the Indigenous communities and First Nations within whose territories the SLRD operates.
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