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October 24, 2024 
 
BY EMAIL TO: 
 
Eugene Duruisseau 
Secretary, Seton Valley Volunteer 
Firefighters Society 

 

Pete Grundy 
President, Seton Valley Volunteer Firefighters 
Society 

  
 
 
Dear Seton Valley Volunteer Firefighters Society Board: 
 
RE:  Future of the Seton/Shalalth Fire Protection Service Area  
 
For many years, the Office of the Fire Commission (OFC) has been working to modernize fire 
protection regulations to enhance safety and improve service delivery in rural communities.  The 
SLRD is committed to aligning with provincial regulatory standards while working collaboratively 
with communities and their volunteers to support rural fire departments efforts to work towards 
OFC-compliance and maintain or realize improvements in the communities’ fire underwriter 
survey (FUS) grading. 
 
On behalf of the Board, I want to convey the Board’s sincere appreciation to the Society and its 
membership for its many years of service in the Society’s previous capacity as the SLRD’s fire 
protection service provider of the Seton/Shalalth fire protection service area (the “Service Area”). 
As you are aware, the SLRD stood down the Society as the SLRD’s fire protection services 
provider in September 2019 due to the Society not being able to meet the requirements of OFC 
for a compliant fire department.  
 
As you are also aware, since the Society was stood down in September 2019, residents of the 
Service Area seamlessly started receiving fire protection services from the SLRD’s current fire 
protection services provider, Tsal’alh. The SLRD considers itself extremely fortunate that Tsal’alh 
- a fully OCF-compliant fire department – has been ready, willing and able over the past 5 years 
to provide this service.  This seamless transition also ensured that the residents in the Service 
Area continued to receive affordable homeowner fire insurance due to the maintenance of the 
FUS dwelling protection grade of 3b. 
 
Tsal’alh has been welcoming of accepting Society members in their personal capacities into 
Tsal’alh’s Seton Lake Fire Department. The SLRD was hopeful that the Society would be able to 
work out an arrangement directly with Tsal’alh to make use of the Society’s apparatus and fire 
equipment and the SLRD understands for a period of time a formal equipment use agreement 
was entered into by Tsal’alh and the Society. We understand that Tsal’alh has reasonably decided 
not to continue under the terms of this fire equipment agreement and although the SLRD had 
been hopeful that the Society was be able to work out terms acceptable to Tsal’alh, the SLRD is 
supportive of operational decisions that Tsal’alh makes regarding the fire protection services it is 
contracted to provide to the Service Area. The Board has always had and continues to have full 



 – 2 –   

 
M e m b e r s :  D i s t r i c t  o f  S q u a m i s h ,  R e s o r t  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  W h i s t l e r ,  V i l l a g e  o f  P e m b e r t o n ,  D i s t r i c t  o f  L i l l o o e t ,  

E l e c t o r a l  A r e a s  A ,  B ,  C ,  a n d  D  

 

confidence in Tsal’alh’s ability to deliver fire protection services. The approach being taken by the 
SLRD is in alignment with OFC regulations and has been directly endorsed by OFC staff. 
 
The Board has directed staff to finalize a long-term fire protection services agreement as well as 
a lease of the firehall to Tsal’alh. The Board has wishes to reiterate that this direction to staff 
remains in place. 
 
As a next step, please be advised that the Board has directed staff to work collaboratively with 
the Society to develop a reasonable timeline for the Society to vacate the firehall, including the 
discontinuation of any use of the firehall for Society business and the removal of all Society-owned 
apparatus and fire equipment. The Board has every expectation that the Society will work 
diligently and cooperatively with staff to ensure this step can be undertaken and achieved in a 
timely manner. Once this step is achieved, the SLRD will be able to finalize the long-term fire 
protection services agreement with Tsal’alh, which for all of the reasons discussed above is in the 
best interests of the community. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

Russell Mack 
Vice-Chair, Squamish-Lillooet Regional District 
 
Cc: SLRD Board 
 Heather Paul, SLRD Chief Administrative Officer 
 Mark Phillips, SLRD Director of Protective Services 
  
 
 




