
Checklist and Tips for SLRD Farmers & Ranchers 

PHASE 11: Before an emergency 

Personal Health and Safety 

 Undertake a FireSmart Assessment for your home and farm/ranch. 

 Read up on your community emergency plan https://www.slrd.bc.ca/emergency-program/community-

emergency-plans 

 Prepare “grab and go” bags with basic necessities. Pack a highly visible item such as an emergency 

blanket, a phone charger, and an extra battery pack. 

 Buy food and drinking water (enough for a minimum of 72 hours). 

 Consider pre-packing your truck or car with emergency supplies, including gloves, 

goggles, cell phone, flashlight, and portable radio. 

 Create digital copies (can take a photo with your phone) or photocopies of 

important documents (e.g., insurance policies, livestock inventories, wills). Take 

originals with you and leave copies in secure location on-site and/or off-site in a 

waterproof or fireproof container. 

 Fire safety: Pack NIOSH N95 or P100 masks for respiratory protection. 

 Flood safety: Secure valuables in water-tight containers. 

 

Security 

 Leave key contact information for yourself and/or farm/ranch manager in a visible location such as at the 

end of driveway or on the front door. Consider also leaving basic information about the farm/ranch and 

instructions for emergency response personnel, such as where sources of water for firefighting may be 

located, or where high risk materials may be stored. 

 Lock up firearms and valuables. 

 Leave gates unlocked (or open if releasing animals). 

Horses and Livestock 

 Ensure all animals are up-to-date on vaccines. 

 Ensure animals have identification (e.g. ear tags, neckbands, leg bands, paint pen on hooves) with 

farm/ranch name, contact, address, phones numbers 

 Pre-load and position livestock trailers for immediate use if animals are going to be relocated or brought 

with you. 

 
1NOTE: These tips are intended to help you prepare ahead of time for an emergency such as a wildfire or a flood. There are also 

tips for what to do if an Evacuation Alert or Evacuation Order is issued. The information provided here is not intended to substitute 

or supersede directions that may be provided by the SLRD or the Province of BC during an emergency. 

 

Example: Grab & go bag 

https://www.slrd.bc.ca/emergency-program/community-emergency-plans
https://www.slrd.bc.ca/emergency-program/community-emergency-plans
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-management/preparedbc/build-an-emergency-kit-and-grab-and-go-bag


Communications 

 Update the key contact list (see appendix) and place a copy of it in your 

vehicle.  

 Ensure that the SLRD has your contact information and any key information 

about your property that may be relevant in an emergency. Complete any 

forms or paperwork necessary for ensuring farm, ranch, and livestock safety 

(such as “Pass” system paperwork, livestock relocation reimbursement forms). 

 Enter into a Buddy Farm arrangement with 1-2 farms / ranches in another part 

of the community for mutual assistance and temporary relocation support.  

 Register for the BC Premises ID program which will help you with re-entry to 

your operation if you need to leave.  

 Register for the Mobile SLRD Emergency Alert 

 Register for nearest municipality Emergency Alert (Lillooet, Pemberton, 

Squamish). 

 Consider purchasing a two-way communication device such as a satellite 

phone, Zoleo, or InReach as many areas will have limited to no cell service. 

 Consider downloading apps like Gaia or make an offline map in Google Maps 

before heading out for offline GPS needs. 

 

Agricultural Buildings, Machinery, and Water 

 Take photos and/or videos of all buildings, fences, gates, valuable equipment, and anything else that you 

may want to make an insurance claim for if it becomes damaged. 

 Check fencing and make any final repairs if horses and livestock will be left in fields. 

 Turn off stove or greenhouse pilot lights, propane, gas tanks and any other fuel sources. 

 Disconnect appliances and/or critical mechanical equipment to reduce risk of electrical damage if surges 

occur. 

 Prepare generator and ensure it is in working order. 

 Secure fuel and chemicals on high ground (or anchored in case of floods) and/or in fire-resistant 

containers. 

 Relocate machinery and vehicles to cleared areas, high ground, or inside metal-sided buildings. 

 Consider turning off water connections to buildings to avoid impacting critical water pressure. 

 Fire safety: Store hay and feed in fire-resistant areas or cover with fireproof tarps. 

 Fire safety: Clearly mark any emergency water sources (e.g., pool, pond, portable pump) to ensure 

visibility from the street. 

 Fire safety: Set up exterior building sprinkler systems if you have them. 

 Fire safety: Close all building exterior doors, windows, and vents including any fireplace dampers.  

 Flood safety: Be ready to turn off electricity to your well pump just before flooding occurs. 

 Flood safety: Seal low-level openings (e.g., basement windows) with waterproof barriers. 

 

Download the SLRD Alert app to 
be notified of SLRD alerts 

https://ca.voyent-alert.com/vras/client.html#!/login


PHASE 2: During an emergency 

Personal Health and Safety 

 Dress in cotton or wool items. 

 Wear sturdy footwear, steel-toed boots if possible. 

 Pack your phone and make sure you have an extra battery pack. 

 Pack up your laptop, identification, insurance papers, and other critical documents. 

 Fire tip: Keep a mask handy in your pocket 

 

Communication and Alerts 

 Connect to local radio.  

 Open the SLRD Alert App and look for updates. 

 Register for Emergency Shelter or Muster Point. 

 Reach out to your buddy farm and provide them an update of your needs. 

 Reach out to neighbours to see if anyone need assistance or can provide support. 

 An Evacuation Order means you must leave. If you defy them let the SLRD know you are sheltering in 

place and supply them with your dentist’s and/or doctor’s contact info. 

Horses and Livestock 

 Transport animals to safe zones (e.g. rodeo grounds or community pastures). Expect these to change 

depending on the emergency event so stay connected to SLRD Alert app for updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What to organize? “The 5 Ps” 

1. People 

2. Papers 

3. Prescriptions 

4. Pictures 

5. Pets (& Livestock) 



PHASE 3: After an emergency 

 

Personal Health and Safety 

 Access mental wellness resources through AgSafe, such as AgTalk for anonymous support. 

 Additional support is available on the SLRD website.  

Agricultural Buildings and Machinery 

 Check fencing and buildings for damage and danger. 

 Document any fire or flooding damage through photographs. 

 Keep track of expenses and time during clean up and recovery 

 Initiate insurance claim(s) if necessary and/or possible. 

Horses and Livestock 

 Reach out to a veterinarian and schedule a health-check for livestock and horses. 

 Complete any paperwork regarding livestock relocation for cost recovery. 

  

https://www.domore.ag/agtalk
https://www.slrd.bc.ca/emergency-program/recovery


Key Contacts for All SLRD Farms and Ranches 

Please note: blank fields should be filled in with your local contact numbers whenever possible. 

Organization Telephone Website or Email 

Key Emergency Contacts 

RCMP / Local Police / Ambulance / 
Fire / Rescue 

9-1-1  

Report a Wildfire 1-800-663-5555 or *5555  

Emergency Info BC  @EmergencyInfoBC  (on Twitter / X) 

https://www.facebook.com/PreparedBC/ (on Facebook) 

SLRD Emergency Alerts   https://www.slrd.bc.ca/protective-services/emergency-
management  

SLRD Alert registration  https://www.slrd.bc.ca/emergency-
program/preparedness/slrd-emergency-notification  

SLRD Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/TheSLRD  

Mental Health Crisis Support 9-8-8  

Emergency Management BC – 
Southwest Region - Emergency 
Coordination Centre (Open 24/7) 

1-800-663-3456  

BC Wildfire Map  https://wildfiresituation.nrs.gov.bc.ca/map  

BC River Forecast Centre  https://bcrfc.env.gov.bc.ca/warnings/index.htm  

BC Hydro Outage Map 1-800-224-9376 https://www.bchydro.com/power-outages/app/outage-
map.html  

Spill Reporting  1-800-663-3456  

Poison Control  1-800-567-8911   

Drive BC – Road Closures  https://www.drivebc.ca  

Utilities and Insurance 

Fortis BC 1-888-224-2710  

BC Hydro  1-800-224-9376  

https://twitter.com/EmergencyInfoBC
https://www.facebook.com/PreparedBC/
https://www.slrd.bc.ca/protective-services/emergency-management
https://www.slrd.bc.ca/protective-services/emergency-management
https://www.slrd.bc.ca/emergency-program/preparedness/slrd-emergency-notification
https://www.slrd.bc.ca/emergency-program/preparedness/slrd-emergency-notification
https://www.facebook.com/TheSLRD
https://wildfiresituation.nrs.gov.bc.ca/map
https://bcrfc.env.gov.bc.ca/warnings/index.htm
https://www.bchydro.com/power-outages/app/outage-map.html
https://www.bchydro.com/power-outages/app/outage-map.html
https://www.drivebc.ca/


Telus 1-866-558-2273 or *611  

Electrician (local)   

Plumber (local)   

Insurance    

Agricultural Services and Industry Associations 

AgriService BC 1-888-221-7141  

Range Rider Program (BC Cattlemen’s 
Association) 

1-877-688-2333 lisa@cattlemen.bc.ca  

Veterinarian (local)   

Veterinarian (provincial)   1-800-661-9903  

Local Trucker / Hauler    

Local Towing Service      

Local Feed Supplier    

Local Fuel Dealer      

Local Mechanic / Dealer   

Local Mechanic / Dealer   

Horse Council of BC  604-856-4304  

BC Cattlemen’s Association 250-573-3611   

BC Pork Association 604-287-4647   

BC Sheep Federation   250-963-7301   

BC Poultry Association 604-625-6400  

Llama & Alpaca Association 250 804 2611   

 

mailto:lisa@cattlemen.bc.ca
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