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2022 Electoral Area A (Upper Bridge River Valley) OCP Review and Update  
 
1 .0 BACKGROUND 
 
The Upper Bridge River Valley Official Community Plan (OCP) last underwent a major review in 
2006 (adopted in 2008).  Since that time, only minor updates to the document have been 
made. A comprehensive review of the OCP document is timely, and will incorporate current 
information and best practices.  
 
From 2006 through 2016, Area A saw relatively flat population growth. However, the 2021 
census revealed a 63.1% jump in population between 2016 and 2021. Anecdotally, regional 
demographics are shifting toward younger community members, supported by remote work 
opportunities.  
 
A series of key issues will need to be addressed through the 2022 OCP review. These include:  
 

• Housing: Housing issues including housing affordability will be looked at, in light of 
recommendations that were made in the 2020 Housing Needs and Demands Study 
(which identified specific zones where “light density” may be appropriate). 

• Heritage: Heritage planning opportunities will be examined to ensure the effective 
management of Area A heritage resources in perpetuity.   

• Park Land and Trail Designation: Opportunities to enhance and maintain public access to 
key areas such as waterfront will be explored and trail designation will be addressed in 
order to ensure appropriate management of recreation resources.  

 
Other issues may be identified by Squamish-Lillooet Regional District (SLRD) elected officials, 
staff, advisory committee members, business owners, and community members throughout 
the project.  
 
A more comprehensive project task list is provided in Section 3.0 of this Terms of Reference 
document.  
 
 

https://www.slrd.bc.ca/sites/default/files/bylaws/pdf/CP608%20%28Consolidated%20June%202018%29.pdf
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2.0 THE PLAN AREA 
 
The plan area will be the same as presently covered by the Upper Bridge River Valley Official 
Community Plan, with the exception of the addition of Marshall Lake. Note that the new 
document will be termed the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area A Official 
Community Plan.  

 
3.0 OBJECTIVE and PROJECT TASKS 
 
The objective of the Upper Bridge River Valley OCP review is to create a new, updated and 
comprehensive plan which addresses the following: 
 
a. Review the current plan to remove old and outdated information. 
b. Determine current policy strengths as well as gaps. 
c. Identify any policies required for work camps. 
d. Give further guidance to affordable housing and where that use is best located. 
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e. Identify and designate on the plan map general areas where park land and trail 
dedication will be required at the time of subdivision and Crown land areas for future 
community/regional park, recreational and trail development needs. 

f. Review the need for commercial and industrial lands. 
g. Review any Crown land-related issues. 
h. Review hazard area policies and update development permit designations. 
i. Update development permit designations to align with other Electoral Areas. 
j. Provide more detailed guidance around heritage properties. 
k. Update agricultural policies in line with the Agricultural Land Commission’s latest 

guidance and the current Agricultural Land Commission Act and Regulations. 
l. Update Riparian Area Regulations and development permit areas. 
m. Update vision for the valley as a whole.  
n. Develop unique visions and sets of values for each of the key neighbourhoods that will be 

covered by the OCP.  
 

 
4.0 PLANNING PROCESS/ WORK PLAN 
 
The Area A OCP review will be carried out by SLRD Planning Department staff as a major 
project in the 2022 work plan. SLRD staff will work closely with the Electoral Area A Director 
throughout the project. A project initiation meeting was held with SLRD Staff and Sal DeMare, 
Electoral Area A Director, on January 31, 2022.  
 
A comprehensive, meaningful and effective approach to public involvement and engagement 
will be the cornerstone of the plan in order to ensure the OCP meets the needs of community 
members.   
 
Engagement will be primarily digital, and will include: 
 

• Formation of an Advisory Committee representing the six key neighbourhoods (Gun 
Creek Road, Marshall Lake, Bralorne, Gold Bridge, Gun Lake, Tyaughton Lake) to be 
engaged at key stages throughout the project;  

• Online meeting with business and industry representatives at project outset; 
• Early and ongoing engagement of First Nations (Lillooet Tribal Council and N’Quatqua) 

inviting involvement as desired; 
• Mail outs to increase project awareness; 
• Online community survey; 
• “Pop-up” booth on May long weekend in Gold Bridge; 
• Online Public Open House to review draft of OCP.  

 
The time estimate for reviewing and revising the plan is variable depending on staff work load, 
Regional Board prioritization of issues for 2022 and the ease with which consensus is reached 
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among participants on significant issues being addressed in the review.  The goal is to complete 
the project in 2022 or the first quarter of 2023. 
  


	 Early and ongoing engagement of First Nations (Lillooet Tribal Council and N’Quatqua) inviting involvement as desired;

