Area C Agricultural Advisory
Committee Meeting
Wednesday September 16, 2020
7:00pm – 9:00 pm
Location: Zoom/Virtual Meeting

INTENT
The purpose of this meeting is to convene the Area C Agricultural Advisory Committee to
review, discuss and provide comments/recommendations to the Board on agricultural issues.
Key objectives for the meeting are as follows:
1. Election of Chair for 2020
2. Ministry of Agriculture presentation on CanadaGAP Program
3. Review the proposed amendments to the Terms of Reference Bylaw
4. ALC Information Update

PROPOSED AGENDA
Zoom Details: Committee Members and Presenters emailed a separate panelist link.
Members of the public access: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YvmWduwiT9SiGsjiiMvHQw
6:00pm – 6:30pm

Opening and Updates
• Welcome
• Review and Approval of Agenda
• Review and Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting
• Business Arising from the Minutes
• Election of Chair for 2020 – POSTPONED

All

6:30pm – 7:15pm

Ministry of Agriculture Presentation on CanadaGAP
• Elsie Friesen to present
• Discussion to follow
• Would AAC like to draft letter?

EF; All

7:15pm – 7:45pm

Review Terms of Reference Bylaw Amendments
• Review proposed amendments

All

7:45pm – 8:15pm

All

8:15pm – 8:45pm

ALC Information Update
• Manufactured home grandfathering extension
• Release of Residential Flexibility: What We Heard Report
• Bill 15 (in force and effect September 30, 2020)
Any other items

8:45pm – 9:00pm

Next Steps and Close of Meeting

All

All
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Meeting Materials:
1. January 22, 2020 Draft AAC Meeting Minutes
2. Staff Report: Electoral Area C Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) – Terms of
Reference Amendments
3. DRAFT Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area C Agricultural Advisory
Committee Bylaw No. 848-2003, Amendment Bylaw No. 1652-2019 (Attached)
4. Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Procedure Bylaw No. 1499-2016 (see Section 11 on
Standing and Select Committees)
5. ALC Information Update (Attached)
6. Ministry of Agriculture CanadaGAP Presentation (materials to follow)
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Squamish-Lillooet Regional District
DRAFT Minutes of an Electoral Area C Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) Meeting of the
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District held at the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Office, Pemberton
BC, on Wednesday January 22, 2020 at 6:00 PM.
In attendance:
Committee:
Staff:
Public:
Regrets:
1

R. Kuurne, N. Vankerk, O. Kester (via teleconference), L. Ronayne, R. Lincks (via
teleconference), S. McIsaac
A. MacKay, SLRD Planner; A. Koterniak, SLRD Planning Technician; K.
Sutherland, Regional Agrologist (via teleconference); S. Lambie, ALC Planner
Three members of the public were present at the meeting (L. White, D. White,
and B. Dorgelo)
R. Mack, SLRD Electoral Area C Director, C. Gilmore

Call to Order

R. Kuurne called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.
2

Approval of Agenda

A. MacKay shared that G. McLeod has resigned from the AAC, and that a number of AAC
memberships will be expiring in 2020, with new members to be appointed in March 2020.
It was noted that an election needed to be held for a new Chair since this was the first meeting of
2020.
R. Kuurne announced her resignation as Chair as she will not be seeking reappointment to the AAC in
2020.
It was moved and seconded:
THAT the Agenda be amended to allow for election of a new Chair.
Following a call for nominations, it was determined that the Election of Chair should be postponed
until later in the year when new members join the AAC; R. Kuurne to remain as Chair for this meeting.
CARRIED
3

Minutes of Previous Meeting

October 9, 2019
It was moved and seconded:
1

THAT the Minutes of the previous meeting be approved.
CARRIED
4

Business Arising from the Minutes
1. Agricultural Land Commission Subdivision Application #59633 (McLeod and Ayers), Area C
Brenda McLeod and Marion Ayers, the owners of an 82.98 hectare parcel located adjacent to the
Lillooet River have applied for subdivision through the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC). They are
requesting to subdivide the southern and northern portions of the property, which is a hooked
parcel split by the Sea to Sky Highway (Highway 99) corridor. A dyke protects the northern portion
of the parcel, but the southern portion is not protected from the Lillooet River by a dyke.
If approved, this subdivision will result in two parcels: one of approximately 33.7 hectares (83.3
acres) south of Highway 99, and one of approximately 51 hectares (126 acres) north of highway 99.
The property is:
•
•
•
•

Located within Electoral Area C of the SLRD;
Is zoned AGR1 (Agriculture 1) pursuant to Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral
Area C Zoning Bylaw No. 765, 2002;
Designated Agricultural in the Area C OCP Adoption Bylaw No. 689, 1999; and
Designated as residential under BC Assessment.

Staff Update: The Area C Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) reviewed the application and
initial report on October 9, 2019. AAC comments and recommendations were presented to the
SLRD Board at their meeting on October 23, 2019. At that meeting, the SLRD Board resolved:
THAT the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District take no position regarding ALC Subdivision
Application #59633 (McLeod and Ayers, Area C) and forward the application to the
Agricultural Land Commission for consideration.
The application has now been forward to the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) for decision.
2. Staff Update: Agricultural Land Commission Non-Adhering Residential Use Application
#59453 (Milstein), Area C
•
•

ALC decision released November 19, 2019
ALC has approved the application to move the existing dwelling on the property and
occupy it during construction of a new residence, subject to receipt of an Irrevocable
Letter of Credit and a covenant stipulating that the second dwelling must be removed
once construction is complete

2

3. Staff Update: Agricultural Land Commission Non-Adhering Residential Use Application
#59342 (Jensen), Area C
•
•

ALC decision released December 23, 2019
ALC has denied the application for non-adhering residential use (to continue running a
bed and breakfast in a non-compliant structure on the parcel) and instructed the
applicant to work with the SLRD to bring the property into compliance

4. Staff Update: Agricultural Land Commission Non-Farm Use Application #58633 (Lizzie
Bay/Crown), Area C
•
•

5

ALC decision released December 24, 2019
ALC has approved the application to reactivate a historic log sort that is located partially
within the ALR, allowing the applicant to move forward with their Crown land
tenure/license of occupation

New Business
1. Agricultural Land Commission Non-Adhering Residential Use Application #59445 (White),
Area C
Laura and Daniel White, the owners of a 2.08 ha parcel at 1517 Fraser Rd have applied for a
Non-Adhering Residential Use permit through the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) as their
property is within the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). They are requesting permission to
temporarily retain an existing mobile home on the property for approximately 1 year while a
larger 2 storey house is constructed on the same property. The mobile home is proposed to be
removed upon completion of construction of the new residence.
For properties located within the Agricultural Land Reserve, the use of land, buildings and
structures is subject to the Agricultural Land Commission Act and associated Regulations. This
zone permits one single family dwelling per parcel; thus a non-adhering residential use must
granted by the ALC for this use to be allowed.
The property is:
• Located within Electoral Area C of the SLRD;
• Zoned AGR1 (Agriculture 1) pursuant to Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral
Area C Zoning Bylaw No. 765, 2002;
• Designated Agricultural in the Area C OCP Adoption Bylaw No. 689, 1999; and
• Designated as residential under BC Assessment.
Laura and Daniel White, along with Brian Dorgelo, attended the AAC meeting and were asked
to speak to the application. Daniel White summarized the intent of the application. Staff was
then asked to speak to the application and shared the key points.

3

Discussion ensued, with the following key points raised by AAC members:
•

It makes sense to remain on the property to facilitate the new build and to take care of
the agricultural activities currently on the property.

•

This application is substantially similar to that made by the Milsteins (ALC #59453),
which the AAC recommended that the Board support.

Following discussion, the following motion was made by the AAC:
MOTION 1
It was moved and seconded:
THAT the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area C Agricultural Advisory
Committee recommend supporting the application for a Non-Adhering Residential Use on
1517 Fraser Rd to allow the owners to remain on the property during construction,
provided that removal of the existing mobile home following completion of construction is
ensured by means of a security bond and a covenant.
CARRIED
2. Announcement from Kim Sutherland, Regional Agrologist with Ministry of Agriculture
K. Sutherland asked if the agenda could be amended to share some information. R. Kuurne
expressed that she could go ahead.
K. Sutherland shared that the areas that Regional Agrologists are responsible for are being
reshuffled to provide more dedicated staff time for each area. Angela Boss will be the new
Regional Agrologist for Pemberton and Squamish.
3. Review of Electoral Area C Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) Terms of Reference Bylaw
No. 848, 2003
The Terms of Reference for the AAC were last amended in 2012, and a complete review of the
bylaw has not been done since it was adopted. At this meeting, SLRD Staff brought back a draft
of the Terms of Reference amendments for discussion.
The new Terms of Reference were met with approval however no motion was made. Motion to
be made at a later meeting once Staff address issues regarding language around buffering and
the focus of committee reviews in the amended Terms of Reference.

4

AAC members reiterated that they would prefer that minutes are circulated to the full
committee before going to the Board to ensure completeness.
4. Presentation on recent changes to ALC regulations: Shannon Lambie, ALC Planner
The following key changes were presented and discussed:
• Only one residence per parcel
• SFD size now limited to 500 sq. meters
• New definition of manufactured home
o Currently a 9m wide manufactured home is permitted for immediate family
and is not considered a non adhering residential use
• Suites above farm buildings no longer permitted
• Grandfathering provisions
• Discussion ensued around what is currently in place in Area C in terms of zoning
6

Correspondence

None
7

Late Items

None
8

Next Steps
•
•

9

ACTION: AM to circulate AAC membership information, including which members have terms
expiring Feb. 1, 2020 and application information
ACTION: AM to draft amendments to ToR and bring back to the next meeting
Next Meeting / Adjournment

Next meeting to be scheduled as needed.
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 7:39 pm

_________________________________
R. Kuurne
Chair

_______________________________
A. Koterniak
Planning Technician, Recording Secretary
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Bylaw 848 – Consolidated for Convenience Only

October 2020August 2012

SQUAMISH-LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT
BYLAW NO. 848-2003
A by-law to establish and set out the appointment and procedure to be
followed by the Agricultural Advisory Committee.
The Regional Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District in open meeting assembled,
enacts as follows:
Title
1.

This by-law may be cited as "Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area C
Agricultural Advisory Committee By-law No. 848-2003".

Establishment of Agricultural Committee
2.

There is hereby established the “Electoral Area C Agricultural Advisory Committee”.

Definitions
3.

In this Bylaw:
a)

“Board” means the board of the Squamish Lillooet Regional District;

b)

“Committee” means the Electoral Area C Agricultural Advisory Committee;

c)

“Member” means a person appointed to the Committee by the board;

d)

“Planning Staff” means employees of the Board employed in the Planning and
Development Department

Purpose of the Committee
4.

The purpose of the Committee is to provide comments and recommendations to the board
on agricultural issues within the Pemberton Valley and other parts of Electoral Area C
referred to the Committee by the board.

Matters that may be Considered
5.

The board may refer the following matters to the Committee:
a)

applications initiated under the Agricultural Land Commission Act;

b)

applications to amend Official Community Plans and Zoning Bylaws that affect
agricultural lands, the Agricultural Land Reserve, or that may have implications
for the agriculture sector;

c)

agricultural related components of comprehensive reviews or development of:
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d)

i)

Zoning and other Bylaws;

ii)

Official Community Plans;

iii)

Agricultural area plans;

iv)

Pemberton “fringe area” policies;

v)iv)

Park and recreation plans; and

vi)v)

Transportation plans;

October 2020August 2012

Commented [AM1]: Pemberton fringe area no longer
applicable

subdivision applications for lot line adjustments in the Agricultural Land Reserve
which have been submitted to the Approving Officer under Part 5 of the
Agricultural Land Reserve Use , Subdivision and Procedure Regulation;
(Amendment Bylaw No. 1652-2019)

5.1

d)e)

provincial crown land referrals for non-farm uses within, adjacent to, or
potentially impacting on agricultural areas;

e)f)

variance requests regarding the size, siting, etc. of buildings and structures in
agricultural areas;

f)

building permit applications for additional dwellings for farm help within the
Agricultural Land Reserve;

g)

major development proposals with potential impacts on agriculture in Electoral
Area C;

h)

other matters which the board may consider appropriate.

The Committee may make recommendations to the Board, for the Board’s consideration,
on matters that deal with the ongoing viability of commercial farming and farm land
usage within the Agricultural Land Reserve lands within Electoral Area C.
(Amendment Bylaw No. 884-2006)

Focus of Committee Reviews
6.

The Committee shall consider the following in its review of referrals from the board:
a)

the effect of the proposal on the agricultural potential of the subject property;

b)

the effect of the proposal on adjacent Agricultural Land Reserve properties and
surrounding agricultural production;

c)

the effect of the proposal on water resources and transportation issues;

d)

possible alternatives to the proposal, where appropriate; and

e)

the identification of issues relating to the protection of the Agricultural Land
Reserve lands specific to the application, including the use of appropriate
buffering techniques aimed at enhancing land use compatibility.
(Amendment Bylaw No. 884-2006)
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Membership
7.

The Committee shall consist of a minimum of 6 and a maximum of 11 members
appointed by the Regional Board, and committee members shall primarily be selected
from:
a. the farming and ranching community,
b. the agricultural product processing and distribution sectors.
(Amendment Bylaw No. 1184 – 2010)

Term of Appointment
8. Appointments to the Committee shall be for a term of up to two years.
(Amendment Bylaw No. 1243, 2012)

9. If appointments to the Committee have not been reviewed by the Regional Board before the
expiration of the term of the members, members appointed to the Committee shall continue
to hold office until the annual membership has been determined.
(Amendment Bylaw No. 1107, 2008)

Removal of Member
10. The board shall have the power, by an affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of all the
members, to remove any member from the Committee at any time upon the recommendation
of the Electoral Area C Director.
10.1

The board shall have the power, by an affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of all
the members, to remove any member from the Committee who misses three consecutive
meetings in the absence of extenuating circumstances at the discretion of the Electoral
Area C Director.
(Amendment Bylaw No. 1652-2019)

Replacement of Member
11.

Upon the resignation, death or removal of a member during a term of office, the board
shall appoint a new member, who shall hold office during the remainder of the term of
the vacating member.

Appointment of Chair
12.

A Committee shall elect, from its members at the first meeting of each year a Chair who
shall hold office for one year or until their successor has been appointed.

13.

The Chair shall preside at meetings of the Committee and in his or her absence those present
may appoint an acting Chair for the duration of that meeting.
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Quorum
14.

In the case that the committee is comprised of an odd number of members, a majority of
the members shall constitute a quorum. In the case that the committee is comprised of an
even number of members, half or more of the members shall constitute a quorum.
(Amendment Bylaw No. 1243, 2012)

Voting
15.

Each Committee member who is present is entitled to vote and has one vote.

16.

Recommendations of the Committee must be adopted by a majority affirmative vote of
the members present at the meeting.

17.

A committee member present at a meeting who abstains from voting is deemed to have
voted in the affirmative.
(Amendment Bylaw No.1184 - 2010 )

Meetings Open to the Public
18.

Committee meetings shall be open to the public.

19.

Subject to the policies of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District and at the discretion of
the Committee Chair, members of the public may be invited to speak at Committee
meetings to make representations on bylaws and other matters falling within the purpose
of the Committee, and for clarity in respect of applicants and members of the public
wishing to make representations on development applications, they shall not be able to
present to the Committee pursuant to the Planning Procedures Policy No. 14-2019.
(Amendment Bylaw No. 1652-2019)

20.

Commented [AM4]: Updated to reflect current policies
and procedures

The Committee shall hear all applicants who wish to make representations on
applications, bylaws or other matters referred to it by the Board and it shall be the
responsibility of such applicants wishing to make representation to contact the Chair of
the Committee for the purpose of attending a meeting.

21.20. The Agricultural Advisory Committee may invite persons to attend meetings in a
resource capacity.
Notice of Meeting and Other Matters
21.

Notice of meeting and all other procedures of the Committee not specifically provided for
shall be in accordance with the provisions of Squamish Lillooet Regional District
Procedureal Bylaw No. 1499-2016658, 1998.
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For clarity, the Committee must comply with all applicable policies of the SquamishLillooet Regional District.
(Amendment Bylaw No. 1652-2019)

Participation by Staff
22.

Planning Staff and Ministry of Agriculture and Food and Agricultural Land Commission
staff may attend Committee meetings and participate in discussions but shall not be
entitled to vote on any matters.
(Amendment Bylaw No. 1652-2019)

Secretary
22.23. A recording secretary shall be provided by the board who shall record the proceedings of
the Committee.
24.

The minutes of the proceedings of all meetings of the Committee shall be legibly
recorded and forwarded to the Chair for review. Following review by the Chair, they
shall be forwarded to the officer assigned responsibility for corporate administration who
shall pass these minutes to the Board for their review. If possible, the minutes of the
proceedings of all meetings shall be circulated to all members of the Committee within
one week of being received by the Board. The minutes shall be certified and adopted by
the Committee at its next meeting.

Commented [AM6]: Updated for clarity as this is the
current procedure that is followed
Commented [AM7]: Added at request of AAC given
length of time between meetings

(Amendment Bylaw No. 1652-2019)

Conflict of Interest
25.

Where a member, his or her family, employer or business associate has any interest in a
matter being considered by the Committee, that member shall absent themselves from
any discussion on that matter, shall leave the meeting or that part of the meeting during
which the matter is under consideration, and shall not attempt in any way, whether
before, during, or after the meeting, to influence voting on any question in respect of the
matter in accordance with Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Procedure Bylaw No.
1499-2016.
(Amendment Bylaw No. 1652-2019)

Remuneration and Expenses
23.26. Committee members shall serve without remuneration.
24.27. Committee members shall be reimbursed reasonable and necessary expenses that arise
directly out of the performance of their duties.
Severability
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30.

October 2020August 2012

If a section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph or phrase of this bylaw is for any reason
declared invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, the decision shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of this bylaw.

READ A FIRST TIME this

25th

day of

August

, 2003.

READ A SECOND TIME this

25th

day of

August

, 2003.

READ A THIRD TIME this

25th

day of

August

, 2003.

ADOPTED this

25th

day of

August

, 2003.

Raj Kahlon
Chair

Paul R. Edgington
Secretary

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of By-law No. 848 cited as “SquamishLillooet Regional District Electoral Area C Agricultural Advisory Committee By-law No. 848-2003” as
adopted by the Regional Board August 25, 2003.

Paul R. Edgington
Secretary
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From:
To:

Planning

From: ALC Burnaby ALC:EX <ALCBurnaby@Victoria1.gov.bc.ca>
Sent: September 4, 2020 1:13 PM
Subject: *** External *** ALC Information Update: Manufactured Home Extension, Residential Flexibility,
Annual Report, and Bill 15 Reminder

ALC Information Update
September 4, 2020 – Please circulate to all relevant staff

Manufactured Homes: Extended grandfathering to July 31, 2021

The Ministry of Agriculture has extended the deadline to receive all required authorization to locate a
manufactured home for family members in the ALR has been extended from December 31, 2020 to
July 31, 2021.
Read the Ministry of Agriculture Information Bulletin here.
The ALC’s Information Bulletin 05 – Residences in the ALR will be updated accordingly. Note that the
ALR Use Regulation will not be updated yet.

Residential Flexibility: Ministry of Agriculture What We Heard Report
The Province is releasing a what we heard summary report on the Ministry of
Agriculture’s proposed policy direction to increase residential flexibility in the ALR.

Read the Ministry of Agriculture Information Bulletin and the what we heard report here.

2019/2020 ALC Annual Report:

The ALC’s 2019/2020 Annual Report is now available here.
The report contains:
Decisions of the Commission, Delegated Decisions & Reconsiderations
Compliance & Enforcement activity
Policy & Planning activity

Regional Planner Contacts:
Gord Bednard is retiring!

If you worked with Gord over his 35 years with the ALC, please feel free to send him a note
(Gordon.Bednard@gov.bc.ca) – his last day with the ALC will September 10, 2020.
Martin Collins will be the new Regional Planning contact for the Island, Kootenays, and Northwest
(RDFFG, Stikine, RDBN, RDKS, and NCRD) bylaw referrals and planning related inquiries:
Email: Martin.Collins@gov.bc.ca
Phone: 236-468-1884

Bill 15 Reminder: The following topics will have force and effect on
September 30, 2020:
*NEW - Application Fees
The Ministry of Agriculture amended the ALR General Regulation (parts yet to come into
force and effect) as it relates to application fees.
As of September 30, 2020 the following applies:
1.      Application fees will be split evenly between the local government and the ALC.
$1500: $750 to local government and $750 to the ALC.
2.      Non-Adhering Residential Use (NARU) application fee will be reduced to $900:
$450 to local government and $450 to the ALC.
Read OIC 353/2020 – Schedule 1 for more information. Note that the sections of the
General Regulation being amended are not yet in force and effect and are not visible in
the current ALR General Regulation published on the BC Laws website. Please refer to
this OIC in the interim.
*NEW - Soil and Fill:
The Ministry of Agriculture amended the ALC Act and the ALR Use Regulation as it relates
to some soil and fill provisions.
As of September 30, 2020 the following applies:
1.      Existing Farm Roads: The annual allowable amount of fill to maintain an existing
farm road is increased to 50 m3 per 100 m of existing farm road. (s.35(d) ALR Use
Regulation)
2.      Prohibited Fill: For the purpose of maintaining an existing farm road, the definition
of prohibited fill will be amended to permit the use of “recycled concrete
aggregate” (RCA) and “recycled asphalt pavement” (RAP) that:
a.      have been recovered from a demolition process,
b.      have been crushed to a particle size
i. that may pass through a 1.905 cm screen (3/4 inch), in the case of
recycled concrete aggregate, or
ii. of 1.905 cm3 or smaller, in the case of recycled asphalt pavement,
and
c.       do not include, or are not combined with, metal, plastic, rubber, wood, glass,
paper, organic materials or other contaminants.

RCA and RAP are still prohibited fill material for any other use in the ALR.
Read OIC 353/2020 – Schedule 2 for more information. Note that the ALR Use Regulation
will not be updated on the BC Laws website yet. Please refer to this OIC in the interim.
Contact the ALC Soils Department for more detailed information: ALC.Soil@gov.bc.ca
Exclusion Applications (Section 29(1) ALC Act):
Local Governments, First Nation Governments, the Province of BC, and prescribed public
bodies may make application to exclude land from the ALR. Individual landowners may
no longer submit exclusion applications to the ALC.
The ALC is available to work with local governments who wish to discuss what their
options are as it relates to adopting exclusion related policies before September 30,
2020. Please contact an ALC Regional Planner for more information here.
Registering a Statutory Right of Way (Section 18.1 ALC Act)
Before the Land Title Survey Authority (LTSA) can register a s.218 statutory right of way in
the ALR, an applicant will have to prove that the ALC has been notified. The Ministry of
Agriculture, ALC, and the LTSA are currently working on the form of the notice and how it
will be requested from and returned to the applicant.
Read about the Notification process here.
Compliance & Enforcement – Notice of Remediation Orders on Title (Section 52.1 ALC
Act):
The CEO of the ALC will have the ability to register a remediation notice on a property’s
certificate of title if such an order is issued through ALC compliance and enforcement.

The ALC will continue to send updates through the ALC Information Update email and the
ALC website regarding the changes in effect right now, and those coming into effect on
September 30, 2020. If you have any questions about a specific process, please contact
us.

Contact Us:
https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/alc/content/contact-us

unsubscribe

Good Agricultural Practices:
Achieving Farm Food Safety
Assurance
Fall 2020
Elsie Friesen – Food Safety Provenance Education Specialist
Ministry of Agriculture /Sector Development Branch /
Industry Development

Historical Context: Old Legislation, Recalls, & Food Safety
The Old Way

The New Way

• The old Legislation

• RECALLS – industry took on the role of
setting GAP Standards using Audits as
verification
• USFDA Food Safety Modernization
Act (FSMA)
• Food Safety Rules;
• Foreign Suppler Verification Rule;
• Third Party Certification Rule

• limited to certain commodities,
• primary criteria for crops was
‘Grading’;
• inspections limited to end of food
chain;
• No inspections of on-farm good
agricultural practises (GAPs)

The Food Chain

Agriculture

Transportation

Processing

Retail Store

Restaurant

WHY should hazards and risks
matter to producers/growers?

Unknowingly…
Consumers paid the RISK price

• Listeriosis deaths of 33
and 147 illnesses, and
one miscarriage in 28
states (Summer, 2011)
• One out of 5 died

• 2008 widespread outbreak of
listeriosis in Canada linked to cold
cuts from a Maple Leaf Foods plant in
Toronto. There were 57 total
confirmed cases, resulting in 22
deaths
• One out of 2.5 (two out of 5) died

2018 Food Recalls Year in Review (USA)
Ref: Food Industry Council LLC / Shawn K. Stevens - Lawyer

•
•
•
•

Total Recalls: 684 with 125 USDA Agricultural Food Recalls
Recall Reason: 213 Pathogen-related
Total known wgt. of 460 recalls = 124,003,277 lbs
Average wgt. (with 2 largest removed): 70,339 lbs

Goal of Certification = Prevent a Recall
Things to Consider

• Will it enlarge your market
areas?
• Will this bring more
consistent buyers?
• Will this provide you with
security of a more even
market value?

Benefits of Certification
• Consumer trust & confidence
• Demonstratable GAPs in
place shows accountability
• Science-based practices
provide support
• Supports BC food safety
reputation

“Grow BC – Feed BC – Buy BC”

Which Standard to learn?
1. The Basics:
BC Good Agricultural
Practices Guide
(on website)

2. Industry Standards:
15 different commodities reviewed
by CFIA & provinces, for example:
▪ Verified Beef
▪ Start Clean – Stay Clean (Egg)
▪ Canadian Trucking Alliance
▪ Canadian Bee Industry
▪ CanadaGAP – for Fresh Fruits
& Vegetables, and Greenhouse
Alternatives:
▪ International Standards –
Primus, Global G.A.P., SQF, etc.

3. CFIA – based on Safe Food for Canadians Act & Regulation:
you are required to write a Prevention Control Plan when selling
outside of your province or exporting to another country

Olympian Strategy: #1
Learn the Standards of the game
1. Take time to understand the rules of
the game
• It is Buyer driven
• Standard Practices developed by
Industry based on science
• Sampling methods
• Risk Assessments along with
Corrective Actions
• Traceability
• A Yearly event -Audits do not carry
over
2. This applies to producers, advisors,
auditors, policy makers

Olympian Strategy: #2
Learn about the Competition:
hurdles/hazards that cause your defeat

But…we always wash our vegetables?

As a producer do you know:
• How safe is your irrigation water?
AND how safe is another growers
irrigation water?
• Are your pickers using proper
hygiene? AND do other producers
follow your Standard of hygiene
rules?
• Where does your product end up?
AND with what other products does
it have cross-contact with?
• Do you know how your products are
used by processors?

Olympian Strategy: #3
Use the ‘Olympic-mindset’ of determination
• Network: attend workshops,
LMHIA Short Course, webinars,
etc.
• Use positive mind-talk of
‘Benefits’ to motivate you to
look for better performance
levels and for when the going
gets tough
https://invictusgamesfoundation.org/games/toronto-2017/

Olympian Strategy: #4
Use ‘technology’ to your advantage
to improve your practices which affect audit score
• Make a video of your
SOPs
• Invest in software to
electronically record and
keep your records (e.g.
FCC Field Manager)
• Learn about new
innovative ideas

Learn new best practices and
explore other resources

Olympian Strategy: #5
Training practices take place during off-season –
reduce stress during busy season
• Preparation during the offseason pays off big during
harvest
• Build a To Do List (when to
do water sampling,
maintenance programs,)
• Stay up-to-date on
changes (e.g. CanadaGAP =
February)

Olympian Strategy: #6
Olympic Champions use Team support
to ensure they achieve the Podium Goal

Learn how to access
your Team for help
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Food Safety Certification?
Your proof of
preventive practices
STOPs a Recall from
happening

Thank You
What do you need help with to
implement a food safety program?
1. Finding a workshop?
2. Applying for funding?
3. Preparing for an audit?
AgriServiceBC@gov.bc.ca
1-888-221-7141

