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Squamish-Lillooet Regional District  
 
FINAL Minutes of an Electoral Area B Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) Meeting of the 
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District held via Electronic Facilities on Thursday December 2, 2021 at 
10:00 AM.  Meeting Location: SLRD Administration Office, 1350 Aster Street, Pemberton, BC 
 
In attendance electronically:   

Committee: J. Rasmussen (Area B AAC Chair), R. de Bruin, S. Zeidler, S. Petznick,  
S. Senger; V. Birch-Jones (SLRD Area B Director) 

Staff:   C. Dewar (SLRD Senior Planner), A. MacKay (SLRD Planner), K. Needham 
(SLRD Director of Planning and Development Services),  

Public:   E. Zeidler   

 
In attendance at SLRD Administration Office:  

Staff:  Alba Banman (Legislative Coordinator) 
 

Regrets: R. Meredith, J. Jelinek, M. Rogers; W. Shaw (Ministry of Agriculture Regional Agrologist) 

 

1 Call to Order  

 
JR called the meeting to order at 10:08 am.   
 
The Chair recognized that collectively we are on the unceded territories of all of the First Nations 
within our regional boundaries. 
 
Welcome and roundtable of introductions – panelist/committee members as well as members of the 
public joining as participants.  
 
CD noted that the “SLRD Boardroom” was joining the zoom meeting as the public viewing space 
participant. As the SLRD continues to have the Board and Committees meet electronically, the SLRD 
Procedures Bylaw now requires that a physical meeting location be available for “the public to hear, or 
watch and hear, the meeting at the specified place”. This is in addition to the public being able to join 
the meeting via electronic means as well.  
 
CD shared that Area Directors are now full appointed and voting members on the AACs so Director 
Birch-Jones would be voting on resolutions at this meeting and future meetings.  
 

2 Approval of Agenda and Minutes 

 
It was moved and seconded: 
 
THAT the agenda be approved.    
 

CARRIED (MOTION 1) 
 

 
It was moved and seconded:  
 
THAT the October 19, 2021 minutes be approved.    
 

CARRIED (MOTION 2) 
 



 

2 

 

 

3 Business Arising from the Minutes  

 
JR noted that many business items are now complete (DONE) and that the focus would be on those 
business items requiring discussion (TO DISCUSS). 
JR provided an update regarding the business item to connect with St'át'imc around the potential for 
joint food and agriculture updates and meetings. JR shared that she would be preparing a letter to 
Chief and Council requesting that Pauline Michell join an upcoming Area B AAC meeting to share 
information about Xaxli'p food security projects.  
 
SP noted that there was no update to provide at this time related to the wildlife-agriculture meeting. 
This business item will move to Spring 2022.  
 
JR noted that the business item around wildfire outreach was no longer needed as the SLRD Fire 
Smart Coordinator was taking on this role.  
 
It was moved and seconded: 
 
THAT the Area B AAC accept the “Business Arising from the Minutes” ACTIONS and changes 
regarding TO DISCUSS business items as follows:  
 

ACTION: JR to continue to connect with St’at’imc around the potential for joint food and 
agriculture updates, meeting, etc. including preparing letter to Chief and Council requesting 
Pauline Michell attendance at an upcoming Area B AAC meeting to share information about 
Xaxli'p food security projects. CD to support.  
 
ACTION: LAFS to explore capacity to facilitate/coordinate the first wildlife-agriculture meeting, 
targeted for Spring 2022.  

 
Those business items that are completed (DONE) will not be carried forward while unfinished 
business items (TO DISCUSS) will be carried forward to the next meeting.     
 

CARRIED (MOTION 3) 
 
 

4 Area B Zoning Bylaw Review   

 
AM provided a high-level overview of the Area B Zoning Bylaw Review project and process.  
 
It was agreed the AAC would provide a resolution on each “issue”; resolutions would be reviewed by 
the AAC then provided to the SLRD Board. SLRD staff to update Area B Zoning Bylaw following 
Board direction, considering AAC resolutions. Updated Area B Zoning Bylaw to be brought back to the 
AAC following first reading as part of the referral process.  
 
TOPIC 1: ZONING 
1. ALR Zoning – RR to AGR 
Issue #1.1: RR1, RRs, and RR3 zones that are within the ALR or partially within the ALR not zoned correctly 

 
Discussion ensued around split-zoning, ALR mapping errors and how best to reflect zoning and uses. 
It was confirmed that in a split-zoning situation, the ALR portion would be zoned AGR and the 
remainder portion would be zoned RR.  
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KN shared that it is best practice and recommended by the ALC to zone whole properties Agriculture 
rather than split zone to avoid land use conflicts. 
 
It was acknowledged that the mapping errors and context in Area B warranted the use of split-zoning.  
 
It was also suggested that the ALUI update could be a process to flag the ALR mapping errors.  
 
There was discussion as to why 25% was used to determine split-zoning criteria. It was agreed by 
AAC that 50% or greater the entire parcel should be zoned AGR.  
 
It was moved and seconded: 
 
THAT the AAC Recommendation on Issue #1.1 be as follows: 

• Rezone parcels fully within ALR to AGR.  

• Split-zone parcels partially within ALR (less than 50% of their land base).  
 
 

CARRIED (MOTION 4) 
 
TOPIC 2: RESIDENTIAL USE 

2. Residential Uses in ALR 

Issue #2.1: Farm Residence GFA 

 

Discussion ensued around the pros and cons of setting a maximum gross floor area (GFA) for farm 

residence. Flexibility was seen as a reason not to have a max GFA and protection of farmland by 

limiting residential footprint was seen as a reason to have a max GFA.  

 

It was agreed that small parcels are most negatively impacted by large homes, thus introducing a max 

GFA is more critical for these small parcels.  

 

It was moved and seconded: 
 
THAT the AAC Recommendation on Issue #2.1 be as follows: 

• Farm Residence on parcels under 4ha maximum size (GFA) 300m2  

• Farm Residence on parcels over 4ha maximum size (GFA) 500m2 as per ALR Use Regulation 
and ALCA 

 
CARRIED (MOTION 5) 

 

TOPIC 2: RESIDENTIAL USE 

2. Residential Uses in ALR 

Issue #2.2: Farm Residence Secondary Suite 

 

AAC agreed with staff recommendation to allow secondary suites in the principle residence.  

 
It was moved and seconded: 
 
THAT the AAC Recommendation on Issue #2.2 be as follows: 

• Permit secondary suite in farm residence in accordance with Use Regulation  
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CARRIED (MOTION 6) 

 

 

TOPIC 2: RESIDENTIAL USE 

2. Residential Uses in ALR 

Issue #2.3: Allow for Secondary Farm Residence? 

 

AAC agreed with staff recommendation to generally allow secondary farm residence, as provided for 

under new residential flexibility regulations. 

 

It was moved and seconded: 
 
THAT the AAC Recommendation on Issue #2.3 be as follows: 

• Allow for secondary farm residences, subject to certain provisions 
 

CARRIED (MOTION 7) 

 

TOPIC 2: RESIDENTIAL USE 

2. Residential Uses in ALR 

Issue #2.4: Farm Status for Secondary Farm Residence 

 

Discussion ensued around the benefits and challenges of farm status. Generally, it was shared that 

farm status can be a way to ensure properties are being farmed, with the additional residence 

supporting farmers not land speculation. It was also shared how obtaining farm status can be 

challenging for small parcels above the 4 ha threshold, based on the current BC Assessment criteria 

(included below for reference). It was also noted that under the ALR Use Regulation the maximum 

size of the secondary residence is quite small (90m2 for parcels < 40ha and 180m2 for parcels > 

40ha).   

 

Farm Status 

To be classified as a farm for a taxation year, the gross annual value in respect of the farm operation for at least one of the 

person's reporting periods for the taxation year must be at least 

(a)$2 500, if the total area of the farm operation is between 0.8 ha and 4 ha, 

(b)$2 500 plus 5% of the actual value of the farm operation for farm purposes in excess of 4 ha, if the total area of the farm 

operation is greater than 4 ha, 

(c)$10 000, if the total area of the farm operation is less than 0.8 ha, and 

(d)despite paragraph (c), $2 500, if the total area of the farm operation has been reduced to less than 0.8 ha as a result of 

expropriation, but only if the farm operation remains in the same ownership. 

 

The AAC was not ready to put forward a motion on this issue. To be tabled for the next AAC meeting.  

  

 

TOPIC 2: RESIDENTIAL USE 

2. Residential Uses in ALR 

Issue #2.5: Secondary Farm Residence Minimum Parcel Size 

 

Discussion ensued around setting the threshold at 2ha or 4ha. It was acknowledged that residential 

uses most negatively impact smaller parcels. It was also acknowledged that flexibility is needed.  
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The AAC was not ready to put forward a motion on this issue. To be tabled for the next AAC meeting.  

 

 

5 Updates 

 

Updates were discussed during agenda items above.  
 

6 Business Arising from the Minutes 

Addressed above under section 3.  

7 Other Business 

 
None. 
 
 

8 Correspondence 

 
None. 
 

9 Late Items 

 
None.  
 

10 Next Steps 

 

A. ACTION: AAC to start back review of Area B Zoning Bylaw “topics and issues” at #2.4. 

B. ACTION: SLRD staff to explore addressing ALR mapping errors, either through ALUI update or 
directly with the ALC/Ministry.  

C. ACTION: CD to send draft resolutions back to AAC for review in advance of next meeting.  

D. ACTION: CD to send doodle poll out for next meeting, focus of which will be to continue review 
and input to Area B Zoning Bylaw project.   

 

11 Next Meeting / Adjournment 

 
Next meeting to be scheduled, in January 2022.  
 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 11:41 am 

 
 
                                                            

      
_________________________________                             _______________________________ 
 
J. Rasmussen       C. Dewar 
Chair        Senior Planner 

Recording Secretary  


