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Request for Decision
Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1716-2021 Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service

Date of Meeting: Board of Directors – August 25, 2021
Recommendations:
THAT Bylaw No. 1716-2021, cited as “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Howe Sound
East Fire Protection Service Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1716-2021”, be introduced
and read a first, second and third time. (Weighted All Vote)
THAT Bylaw No. 1716-2021, cited as “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Howe Sound
East Fire Protection Service Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1716-2021” (as at third
reading) together with the associated staff report be forwarded to the Inspector of
Municipalities for approval pursuant to the Community Charter and the Local
Government Act.
THAT upon receiving approval of the Inspector of Municipalities and as soon as
applicable publication deadlines allow, staff be directed to publish the Notice of
Alternative Approval Process in accordance with section 86(3)(a) of the Community
Charter and SLRD Board Policy No. 3.3 (Alternative Approval Process) including the
following information as required by section 86 of the Community Charter:
(a) 506 as the total number of electors in the portion of SLRD Electoral Area D within
the Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service Area as established by Howe
Sound East Fire Protection Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1032-2006, to
which the Alternative Approval Process applies;
(b) The Notice of Alternative Approval Process shall be published in the Squamish
Chief, as well as additional notice provided via the SLRD website and the SLRD’s
Facebook page;
(c) The deadline for receiving elector responses shall be established as 4:30 pm on
the next business day following the 30-day statutory elector response period,
with the start date of the 30-day statutory elector response period being based
upon the second publication date in respect of the Squamish Chief;
(d) The elector response form will provide for only a single elector response on each
form and will be available at the SLRD Administrative Office and on the SLRD
website from the first publication date of the Notice of Alternative Approval Process
until the deadline of elector response period as determined above; and
(e) Elector response forms are able to be submitted in any one of the following
manners:

i.

In person at: 1350 Aster Street – 2nd Floor, Pemberton, BC (Monday to
Friday, 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM, excluding Statutory Holidays);
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ii. Via mail to: SLRD, Box 219, Pemberton, BC, V0N 2L0;
iii. Via fax at: 604-894-6526;
iv. Via email attachment to info@slrd.bc.ca with the subject heading: “Howe
Sound East Fire Protection Service Area Elector Response”.
THAT, in accordance with section 86(4) of the Community Charter, the staff report
associated with the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Howe Sound East Fire
Protection Service Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1716-2021, which includes the basis
upon which the determination was made of the total number of electors, be made
available to the public. This staff report will be available on the SLRD website as well as
at the SLRD Administrative Office.
Attachments:
1.

Proposed Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Howe Sound East Fire Protection
Service Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1716-2021.

2.

SLRD Board Policy No. 3.3 (Alternative Approval Process).

3.

Report for Determining the Number of Eligible Electors.

4.

Draft Notice of Alternative Approval Process.

5.

Draft Elector Response Form – Alternative Approval Process.

6.

Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service Area Map.

Key Issues/Concepts Defined:
The Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1032-2006,
was adopted by the Board on March 26, 2007. This service provides structural fire
suppression, vehicle fire response and interface fire assistance to a portion of Electoral
Area D, generally located within the communities of Britannia Beach and Furry Creek.
The Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service requires a replacement fire truck,
specifically a Quint, for the fire hall located at 360 Copper Drive in Britannia Beach,
which will replace the existing 1995 Spartan Quint, that is now beyond the extended 25year end of life date, as of 2021. A Quint is designed to provide tools for firefighters to
carry out tactical firefighting functions, including:
•

Supply fire streams (pump and hoses);

•

Provide initial and continuing water supply (pump, water tank, and hoses);

•

Provide personnel with access to elevated areas (ground ladder complement and
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aerial device); and,
•

Provide elevated master fire stream (pump, hose, and aerial device).

The National Fire Protection Association outlines the requirements for a piece of
apparatus necessary to function as a Quint. Here is a summary of the requirements:
•

Fire pump with a minimum capacity of 1,000 gallons per minute;

•

Water tank with a minimum capacity of 300 gallons;

•

Aerial ladder or elevating platform with a permanently installed waterway;

•

Hose storage area with a minimum of 30 cubic feet of storage area capable of
accommodating 2.5 inch or larger fire hose; two hose storage areas, each with a
minimum of 3.5 cubic feet or 1.5 inch or pre-connected hose lines;

•

Enclosed compartments with a minimum of 40 cubic feet for equipment storage;

•

Complement of ground ladders containing a minimum of 85 feet of ground
ladders, including at least: two extension ladders, one roof ladder and one attic
ladder;

•

Suction hose of a minimum of 15 feet of soft suction hose or 20 feet of hard
suction hose for drafting water.

Staff reviewed the purchase of a new Quint vs sourcing a used Quint and recommends, if
possible, the purchase of a new Quint based on the following:
•

A new Quint offers up to 25 years of service when properly maintained while a used
Quint will be variable in terms of service life and would need to be replaced at a higher
frequency increasing the amount of time and effort involved.

•

Due to the evolution of the Quint design over time, the new replacement Quint will be
lighter and more maneuverable on the road and fireground, which is useful in some
of the Howe Sound East Fire Protection service area which contain steep, narrow
sections.

•

A used Quint may be harder to source, may not have everything required and may
not fit in the current space at the fire hall.

The Loan Authorization Bylaw is worded to allow the purchase of either a new Quint or a
used Quint should there be an opportunity to purchase an appropriate used Quint.
The fire truck long-term borrowing and corresponding debt payments were first added
within the SLRD’s 2020-2024 Financial Plan (within year 2021), and was also included
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in the most recent 2021-2025 Financial Plan. The decision to borrow for the replacement
fire truck was based on the current capital reserve balance for the service, which is at
$202,059 and not sufficient to cover the cost of the fire truck.
In conclusion, a replacement fire truck is needed to continue providing fire protection
service to the service area and will provide the Howe Sound East Fire Protection service
community with a valuable asset that will result in a higher quality of service.
Alternative Approval Process (AAP)
An AAP enables local governments to directly engage citizens about a proposed bylaw
intended to undertake long-term borrowing. Eligible electors (residents and non-residents)
have at least 30 days from the second publication date to submit elector response forms to
the Corporate Officer during an APP. When 10%, or more, of the eligible electors sign and
submit response forms, the local government cannot proceed with the matter proposed in
the bylaw without first holding an assent voting event (i.e. a referendum); in this situation,
the assent voting would have to be held within 80 days of the deadline established for the
AAP.
Approval is anticipated to take between 4 and 7 weeks. It will be necessary to wait until
Municipal Finance Association of BC (MFA)’s spring 2022 debt issue for the security
issuing bylaw to be brought to the Board for consideration. However, a temporary
borrowing bylaw will be brought to the Board for consideration if the Board adopts this
Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1716-2021, to allow the purchase of the replacement fire
truck to take place in 2021 (or as soon as possible). The temporary borrowing is through
the MFA’s short-term borrowing program which uses a floating daily interest rate, which
is currently 0.94%.
Deadline for Elector Response
As timing for obtaining Inspector approval is unknown (i.e. this could take up to 8+
weeks), the deadline for the elector response period is determined based upon the
following methodology:
•

Obtaining Inspector approval;

•

As soon as applicable publication deadlines allow, publication over a period of two
weeks of the Notice of Alternative Approval Process in the Squamish Chief
(published weekly, on Thursdays); and

•

The deadline for receiving elector responses shall be established as 4:30 pm on
the next business day following the 30-day statutory elector response period, with
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the start date of the 30-day statutory elector response period being based upon the
second publication date in the Squamish Chief.
Eligible Resident Electors and Non-Resident Property Electors
The Community Charter requires the SLRD Board to approve a fair determination of the
total number of eligible electors of the area to which the AAP applies. This figure forms
the basis of the 10% threshold. Based on an estimate of eligible resident electors and
non-resident property electors, SLRD staff have determined the total number of electors
to be 506, therefore the 10% threshold for this AAP is 50. It would take 50 or more
elector responses in opposition to defeat the AAP. Local governments must make this
determination, upon request, available to the pubic. The determination is attached to
this staff report as “Report for Determining the Number of Eligible Electors”. If the AAP
were to be defeated, the Board would then be able to decide whether or not to pursue
elector approval of a 25-year loan for the replacement fire truck via assent
voting/referendum.
Notice of Alternative Approval Process and Elector Response Form
A draft Notice of Alternative Approval Process and a draft Elector Response Form are
attached to this report. These documents have been drafted based on the templates
found in SLRD Board Policy 3.3 (Alternative Approval Process). Staff will insert the
deadline for the elector response period into the Notice of Alternative Approval Process
for statutory publication purposes if and when Inspector approval is received and the
associated timeline is better defined.
Taxation Information
Staff has estimated an interest rate of 2.75% for the $1,200,000 loan over a 25-year
term. It is necessary to estimate the interest rate as MFA has not yet determined its
spring 2022 borrowing rate (the current MFA indicative rate for a 25-year term is 2.61%).
It is quite likely that the spring 2022 interest rate will be less than 2.75%, but the current
estimate leaves room in case there is an unanticipated increase. Also, once the spring
2022 long-term loan is committed, the interest rate is only locked in for the first 10 years
(of the 25-year term) and after that the interest rate will renew at the then-prevailing MFA
interest rate in 5-year terms.
A 25-year term has been chosen as it closely resembles the fire truck’s useful life span.
It is assumed that temporary borrowing will be required while waiting for MFA’s spring
2022 issue (typically released in early April 2022) through the MFA short-term borrowing
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program which uses a floating daily interest rate, currently at 0.94%. The temporary
borrowing interest is estimated to be up to $6,115, dependent upon when payment is
needed to secure the fire truck.
Based on a $1,200,000 loan at 2.75% interest for 25 years, the annual principal and
interest payments are $69,283. The year 2022 incurs one interest payment of $16,500
and short-term interest which is estimated at $6,115 (at the top-end). The year 2023 will
be the first year that the full principal and interest payments will be incurred.
The estimated annual increase in the tax rate /$1,000 of assessed net taxable
value (for both land and improvements) attributable to the expenses due to this
borrowing is estimated to be $0.094 using the most recent BC Assessment roll
(Revised 2021 Roll) resulting in the following annual amounts:

•

Estimated Annual Taxation Increase
Average Value of
Rate per $1000
Residential Property
$100,000
$500,000
$800,000
$1,000,000
$1,500,000

$0.094
$0.094
$0.094
$0.094
$0.094

Estimated Annual
Taxation due to
Borrowing
$9.40
$47.00
$75.20
$94.00
$141.00

Options:
(1)

Approve the Recommendations as presented.

(2)

Changes as per the Board’s direction.

(3)

Other, as per Board direction.

Preferred Option: Option 1 is the preferred option, as it will enable the SLRD to apply
for financing to purchase a replacement fire truck.
Next Steps:
A summary of the Alternative Approval Process steps are as follows:
•

The Board gives first three readings of the loan authorization bylaw, which is then
forwarded to the Inspector of Municipalities for approval;

•

Upon receipt of Inspector Approval, the Notice of Alternative Approval Process is
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advertised in two issues of the Squamish Chief (published weekly on Thursday)
with the statutory 30-day elector response period tied to the latest second
publication date. Additional notice will also be provided via posting of the Notice
of Alternative Approval Process on the notice board at the SLRD Administrative
Office, on the SLRD website, and on the SLRD’s Facebook page;
•

There must be at least a thirty‐day elector response period between the latest of
the second publication date of the Squamish Chief and the elector response
deadline date itself (i.e. from electors who oppose the loan), so when counting the
30-day period, the second publication date itself and the deadline date itself are
not counted (i.e. 30 clear days). The SLRD will establish the elector response
period deadline to be at 4:30 p.m. on the business day following the 30-day
elector response period;

•

Once the deadline for the elector response period has passed, the SLRD
Corporate Officer validates the responses and brings a staff report forward to the
Board certifying the total number of valid responses received and the result of the
Alternative Approval Process. If the 10% threshold is not achieved, then the
Board is able to consider the adoption of the loan authorization bylaw;

•

If the total of those opposed to the loan is at least 10% of the estimated number
of electors (in this case, 50 or more electors), the Board is not permitted to
proceed with adoption of the loan authorization bylaw unless it receives elector
approval through assent voting/referendum. If the total number of responses does
not reach 10% of the estimated number of electors, the Board may proceed with
considering adoption of the loan authorization bylaw;

•

If the loan authorization bylaw is adopted by the Board, staff will bring forward a
temporary borrowing bylaw, to allow the purchase of the replacement fire truck to
occur in 2021;

•

In January 2022, staff will bring forward a security issuing bylaw which is required
to authorize the SLRD entering into the financing agreement with MFA for the
spring 2022 debt issue.

Legislative:
Proceeding with adoption of the loan authorization bylaw is subject to obtaining the
approval of the Inspector of Municipalities and then seeking elector approval via an
Alternative Approval Process.
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Submitted by: Suzanne Lafrance, Director of Finance
Reviewed by: Kristen Clark, Director of Legislative and Corporate Services
Approved by: Melany Helmer, Chief Administrative Officer
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SQUAMISH-LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT
BYLAW NO. 1716-2021
A bylaw to authorize the borrowing of $1,200,000.00 for the purpose of purchasing a fire truck
for the use and benefit of the Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service
WHEREAS pursuant to the Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service Establishment Bylaw No.
1032-2006, the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District operates a fire protection service within a
defined area of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District’s Electoral Area D;
AND WHEREAS the Regional Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District deems that it is
desirable and expedient to purchase a fire truck for the use and benefit of the Howe Sound East
Fire Protection Service;
AND WHEREAS the total sum to be borrowed for the purchase of a fire truck is $1,200,000.00,
which is the amount of debt created by this bylaw;
AND WHEREAS the maximum term for which a debenture may be issued to secure the debt
created by this bylaw is 25 years;
AND WHEREAS the authority to borrow under this bylaw expires five years from the date on
which this bylaw is adopted; and
AND WHEREAS the approval of the electors of the Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service is
required and was obtained in accordance with the Local Government Act.
NOW THEREFORE, the Regional Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District in open
meeting assembled, enacts as follows:
1. The Regional Board is hereby empowered and authorized to purchase a fire truck to provide
for the continued provision of fire protection services in the Howe Sound East Fire Protection
Service area, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, to borrow upon the credit of
the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District a sum not exceeding $1,200,000.00.
2. The maximum term for which debentures may be issued to secure the debt created by this
bylaw is 25 years.
3. This bylaw may be cited as “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Howe Sound East Fire
Protection Service Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1716-2021”.
READ A FIRST TIME this

25th

day of

August, 2021.

READ A SECOND TIME this

25th

day of

August, 2021.

READ A THIRD TIME this

25th

day of

August, 2021.

1
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APPROVAL of the Inspector of Municipalities received this ___ day of ________, 2021.
APPROVAL OF THE ELECTORS within the Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service obtained
this ___ day of __________, 2021.
ADOPTED this

____

____________________________
Jen Ford
Chair

day of

, 2021.

____________________________
Kristen Clark,
Corporate Officer

2
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Policies & Procedures Manual
Policy No. 3.3 (BP- Alternative
Approval Process)
Alternative Approval Process
Purpose
The intent of this policy is to establish the format, policies and procedures to be used for
seeking Board approval of an Alternative Approval Process (“AAP”) with respect to a matter for
which an AAP is a permissible means of seeking elector approval.
Background
The Local Government Act and the Community Charter are silent with respect to the issue of
how elector response forms may be submitted by eligible electors and received by the local
government body. The Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development recommends
that if, in addition to accepting elector response forms in person or by mail, a local government
decides to accept elector response forms by way of fax or email, or both, the local government
should ensure that it has an appropriate policy in place.
Policy
1. Where a Notice of AAP has been published by the Board, eligible electors may submit an
elector response form to the Corporate Officer in any one of the following manners prior to the
deadline date set out in the Notice of AAP:
a. In person at the SLRD office: 1350 Aster Street, Pemberton, BC (Monday to Friday, 8:00
AM - 4:30 PM, excluding Statutory Holidays);
b. Via mail to: Box 219, Pemberton, BC, V0N 2L0;
c. Via fax at: 604-894-6526; or
d. Via email attachment to: info@slrd.bc.ca with the subject heading: “Elector Response”.
2. A Notice of AAP shall be in the form attached to this Policy as Schedule “A”.
3. Elector Response Forms shall be in the form attached to this Policy as Schedule “B”.
4. By the date of the first publication of a Notice of AAP pursuant to the requirements of the
Local Government Act and the Community Charter, the following documents shall be available
for viewing at the SLRD office and downloading from the SLRD website:
a. the Notice of AAP;
b. the Elector Response Form;
Approving Authority: Board
Policy Name: Alternative Approval Process
Date of Approval: July 28, 2014
Policies Superseded: N/A

Page 1 of 8
Policy No: 3.3
Dates of Amendment:
Related Enactments: LGA, s.801.3; CC, s.86
and 94
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c. any bylaw which is the subject of the AAP;
d. the staff report to the Board seeking approval of the AAP or other informational report and
showing or attaching the basis upon which the total number of eligible electors was
determined; and
e. any other information which may assist the electors in understanding the matter and the
purpose of any bylaw for which approval is being sought.

Approving Authority: Board
Policy Name: Alternative Approval Process
Date of Approval: July 28, 2014
Policies Superseded: N/A

Page 2 of 8
Policy No: 3.3
Dates of Amendment:
Related Enactments: LGA, s.801.3; CC, s.86
and 94
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SCHEDULE A
Box 219, 1350 Aster Street
Pemberton BC V0N 2L0
Ph. 604-894-6371, 800-298-7753
F: 604-894-6526
info@slrd.bc.ca / www.slrd.bc.ca

Notice of Alternative Approval Process
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given in accordance with Section 801.3 of the Local Government
Act and Sections 86 and 94 of the Community Charter, that the Squamish-Lillooet Regional
District (SLRD) has proposed the following bylaw: [full citation of bylaw] (“Bylaw No. ____201_”).
The purpose of this bylaw is to [provide summary of the bylaw].
Under Bylaw No. ____-201_, the maximum requisition amount for this service would be $_____
or $_____/$1,000 of the net taxable value of land and improvements within [service area.]
This Alternative Approval Process applies to the service area, which is comprised of [insert
service area]. The deadline for elector responses in relation to this Alternative Approval Process
shall be [insert date].
The SLRD Board may proceed with this matter unless, by the deadline, at least 10% of the
electors of the service area indicate that the Board must obtain the assent of the electors before
proceeding.
Elector responses must be given in the form established by the Board and are available at the
offices of the SLRD at 1350 Aster Street, Pemberton, BC and online at www.slrd.bc.ca. The
only persons entitled to sign the forms are the electors of the area to which the Alternative
Approval Process applies, in this case [insert service area].
The number of eligible electors has been determined at [insert appropriate number] and the
number of elector responses required to prevent the Board from proceeding without the further
assent of electors has been determined to be [insert appropriate number, being 10% of eligible
Approving Authority: Board
Page 3 of 8
Policy Name: Alternative Approval Process Policy No: 3.3
Date of Approval: July 28, 2014
Dates of Amendment:
3
Policies Superseded: N/A
Related Enactments: LGA, s.801.3; CC, s.86
and 94
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electors, rounded down to a whole number]. A report respecting the basis upon which the
determination was made of the total number of electors of [insert service area] is available at the
offices of the SLRD and online at www.slrd.bc.ca.
The electors of [insert service area] are the persons who would meet the qualifications referred
to in section 161(1)(a) of the Local Government Act. In order to sign an elector response form,
the person must be either a:
(i) Resident Elector
 18 years or older,
 a Canadian citizen,
 a resident of BC for at least 6 months immediately before signing this elector response
form,
 a resident of [insert service area] for at least 30 days immediately before signing this
elector response form, and
 not be disqualified from voting under the Local Government Act or any other enactment
or be otherwise disqualified by law from voting; or
(ii) Non-Resident Property Elector
 18 years of age or older,
 a Canadian Citizen,
 a resident of BC for at least 6 months immediately before signing this elector response
form,
 not entitled to register to vote as a resident elector,
 a registered owner of real property within [insert service area] for at least 30 days
immediately before signing this elector response form,
 may not vote more than once within a voting jurisdiction regardless of the number of
properties owned,
 where more than one non-resident person owns the property, the person wishing to
submit an electoral response form for that property must provide, at the time of
registration, written consent from a majority of the property owners,
 who holds the real property in trust for a corporation or another trust is not eligible to
vote as a non-resident property elector, and
 not be disqualified from voting under the Local Government Act or any other enactment
or be otherwise disqualified by law from voting.

Approving Authority: Board
Policy Name: Alternative Approval Process
Date of Approval: July 28, 2014
Policies Superseded: N/A

Page 4 of 8
Policy No: 3.3
Dates of Amendment:
Related Enactments: LGA, s.801.3; CC, s.86
and 94
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A person must not sign more than one elector response form in relation to the same Alternative
Approval Process and a person who is not an elector for the area of the Alternative Approval
Process must not sign an elector response form.
Copies of the proposed Bylaw No. ____-201_ are available at the offices of the SLRD at 1350
Aster Street, Pemberton, BC, from 8 am to 4:30 pm and online at www.slrd.bc.ca.

Approving Authority: Board
Policy Name: Alternative Approval Process
Date of Approval: July 28, 2014
Policies Superseded: N/A

Page 5 of 8
Policy No: 3.3
Dates of Amendment:
Related Enactments: LGA, s.801.3; CC, s.86
and 94
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SCHEDULE B

Elector Response Form Alternative Approval Process
[Insert full citation of bylaw]

[Insert full citation of bylaw and explain the principal purposes of the bylaw per the Notice of
AAP].
Under Bylaw No. ____-201_, the maximum requisition amount for this service would be $_____
or $_____/$1,000 of the net taxable value of land and improvements within [insert service area].
Pursuant to Section 86(7) of the Community Charter, I certify that:
• I am a person entitled to be registered as an elector (pursuant to the Local Government
Act) within [insert service area] of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District as outlined below;
• I have not previously signed an Elector Response Form with respect to this Bylaw; and
• I am OPPOSED to the adoption of "[full citation of bylaw]", without first obtaining the assent of
the electors in a voting proceeding (referendum).
Signature of Elector:
Full Name of Elector:
Residential Address of Elector:
Legal Description of Residence:

Approving Authority: Board
Policy Name: Alternative Approval Process
Date of Approval: July 28, 2014
Policies Superseded: N/A

Page 6 of 8
Policy No: 3.3
Dates of Amendment:
Related Enactments: LGA, s.801.3; CC, s.86
and 94
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To be completed by Non-Resident Property Electors only:
I am entitled to register as a non-resident property elector as an owner of property.
Residential Address of Property:
Legal Description of Property:

For this elector response form to be counted, it must be received by the Corporate Officer of the
SLRD Administrative Services Department, no later than [time] on [date] in any one of the
following manners:
(a) In person at: 1350 Aster Street, Pemberton, BC (Monday to Friday, 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM,
excluding Statutory Holidays);
(b) Via mail to: Box 219, Pemberton, BC, V0N 2L0;
(c) Via fax at: 604-894-6526; or
(d) Via email attachment to: info@slrd.bc.ca with the subject heading: “Elector Response”
Postmarks will not be accepted as the date of receipt by the SLRD. Responsibility for receipt of
elector response forms in accordance with these instructions lies with the elector.
Approval of the electors of [insert full citation of bylaw] by the Alternative Approval Process is
obtained if less than [insert appropriate number, being 10% of eligible electors of the service
area, rounded down to a whole number] elector responses are received by the SLRD by the
deadline. If [insert appropriate number, being 10% of eligible electors of the service area,
rounded down to a whole number] or more electors oppose this initiative, then [insert full citation
of bylaw] can only be adopted by way of a referendum.
Qualifications for Resident Electors:
I hereby certify that:
1. I am 18 years of age or older;
2. I am a Canadian citizen;
3. I have lived in British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before signing this
elector response form;
4. I have lived in [insert service area] for at least 30 days before signing this elector
response form.
5. I am not disqualified from voting under the Local Government Act or any other
enactment or otherwise disqualified by law from voting.

Approving Authority: Board
Policy Name: Alternative Approval Process
Date of Approval: July 28, 2014
Policies Superseded: N/A
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and 94
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Qualifications for Non-Resident Property Electors:
1. I am 18 years of age or older;
2. I am a Canadian citizen;
3. I have lived in British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before signing this
elector response form;
4. I am not entitled to vote as a resident elector in [insert service area] for purposes of this
matter;
5. I have been a registered owner of real property in [insert service area] for at least 30
days before signing this elector response form;
6. I acknowledge that I may sign this elector response form only once regardless of the
number of properties that I own in [insert service area];
7. I acknowledge that if there is more than one individual who is the registered owner of the
property, only one of the individual owners may sign this elector response form in
relation to the property, provided the non-resident property elector has the written
consent of the number of individuals who, together with the person signing this elector
response form, constitute a majority of the registered owners of the property (written
consent attached, if applicable);
8. I acknowledge that the only persons who are registered owners of the real property are
individuals who do not hold the property in trust for a corporation or another trust.
9. I am not disqualified from voting under the Local Government Act or any other
enactment or otherwise disqualified by law from voting.

Approving Authority: Board
Policy Name: Alternative Approval Process
Date of Approval: July 28, 2014
Policies Superseded: N/A
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Policy No: 3.3
Dates of Amendment:
Related Enactments: LGA, s.801.3; CC, s.86
and 94
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Report for Determining the Number of Eligible Electors - Alternative Approval
Process
The purpose of this report is to show the basis for determining the total number of electors in
relation to Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service Loan
Authorization Bylaw No. 1716-2021 that is the subject of an Alternative Approval Process.
Section 86(3)(c) of the Community Charter requires the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District
(“SLRD”) Board to make a fair determination of the total number of electors of the area to
which the Alternative Approval Process applies, which in this case is the Howe Sound East
Fire Protection Service area, being a portion of Electoral Area D, generally located within the
communities of Britannia Beach and Furry Creek (the “Service Area”). In addition, pursuant
to section 86(4) of the Community Charter, the SLRD Board must make available to the
public, on request, a report respecting the basis on which the determination was made.
The number of people eligible to be a resident elector or a non-resident property elector is
determined based on those individuals who when signing an elector response form:
•
•
•
•
•
•

are 18 years of age or older;
are a Canadian citizen;
have lived in British Columbia for at least six months;
have lived or owned property in the Service Area for at least 30 days;
live or own property in the Service Area; and,
are not disqualified under the Local Government Act, or any other enactment from
voting in a local election, or are not otherwise disqualified by law.

The estimated number of eligible electors within the Service Area is based on information
from various sources (as indicated below), calculated as follows:
Estimated population of the “Service Area [see (1) below]:
Estimated number of people 18 years of age or older within the Service Area:
[see (2) below]:
Add estimated # of non-resident property electors within the Service Area [see
(3) below]:
Estimated total # of eligible electors in Service Area:
Ten percent of the total # of eligible electors in the Service Area is estimated
to be:

627
525
19
506
50

Therefore, the required number of elector responses (i.e. 10% or more) to prevent the SLRD
Board from adopting Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Howe Sound East Fire Protection
Service Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1716-2021 via the Alternative Approval Process is 50.
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Sources:
1. The total estimated population of the Service Area was derived from information
obtained from the BC Statistics website, based on the 2016 Canadian census, and
from the 2021 BC Assessment tax roll. The estimated population of the Service Area
is 627.
2. The estimated number of people 18 years of age or older was derived from information
obtained from BC Statistics website, based on 2016 Canadian Census estimates. The
estimated number of people 18 years of age or older in the Service Area is 525.
3. In respect of the portion of Britannia Beach and Furry Creek that is the Service Area, the
number of non-resident property electors is estimated to be 19 based on an analysis of
BC Assessment tax roll information and the requirement that a person may register as a
non-resident elector only in relation to one parcel of real property in an electoral area.
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Box 219, 1350 Aster Street
Pemberton, BC V0N 2L0
Ph. 604-894-6371, 800-298-7753
F: 604-894-6526
info@slrd.bc.ca / www.slrd.bc.ca

NOTICE OF ALTERNATIVE APPROVAL PROCESS
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given in accordance with the Local Government Act and the
Community Charter that the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District (“SLRD”) has proposed the
following bylaw: Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service
Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 1716-2021 (“Bylaw No. 1716”).
Bylaw No. 1716 relates to the SLRD’s Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service Area, which
includes a portion of Electoral Area D as participants (the “Service Area”) as shown on the map:
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The purpose of Bylaw No. 1716 is to authorize the SLRD to borrow funds of up to $1,200,000 over
a term of 25 years for the purpose of acquiring a replacement fire truck for the use and benefit of
electors in the Service Area. $1,200,000 is the maximum amount of debt to be created by
Bylaw No. 1716.
Repayment of the borrowed funds is to be spread out over a 25-year term, the cost of which is to
be borne by the taxable properties within the Service Area. If the full amount of the $1,200,000
loan to be authorized under Bylaw No. 1716 is issued, the estimated taxation information is as
follows:
•

the tax rate per $1,000 of assessed net taxable value of land and improvements
attributable to the borrowing is estimated to be $0.094 using the most recent BC
Assessment roll (Revised 2021 Roll), resulting in the following estimated annual tax
amounts.

Estimated Annual Taxation Increase
Average Value of
Rate per $1000
Residential Property

$100,000
$500,000
$800,000
$1,000,000
$1,500,000

$0.094
$0.094
$0.094
$0.094
$0.094

Estimated Annual
Taxation due to
Borrowing

$9.40
$47.00
$75.20
$94.00
$141.00

The SLRD Board is seeking participating area approval of the electors by way of Alternative
Approval Process for the Service Area.
The number of eligible electors has been determined at 506 and the number of elector responses
required to prevent the SLRD Board from proceeding without the further assent of electors has
been determined to be 50. A report respecting the basis upon which the determination was made
of the total number of electors of the entire Service Area is available at the SLRD Administrative
Office at 1350 Aster Street, Pemberton, BC and on the SLRD’s website at www.slrd.bc.ca.
The deadline for elector responses in relation to this Alternative Approval Process shall be 4:30
p.m. on ________________. The SLRD Board may proceed with Bylaw No. 1716 unless, by the
deadline stated above, at least 10% (being 50) of the electors of the Service Area indicate that
the SLRD Board must obtain approval by assent vote (referendum).
Elector responses must be given in the form established by the SLRD Board and such forms are
available at the SLRD offices at 1350 Aster Street, Pemberton, BC and online at www.slrd.bc.ca.
The only persons entitled to sign the forms are the electors of the area to which the Alternative
Approval Process applies, being the Service Area.
The electors of the entire Service Area are the persons who would meet the qualifications referred
to in section 172 of the Local Government Act. In order to sign an elector response form, the
person must be either a:
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(i) Resident Elector
•

18 years of age or older,

•

a Canadian citizen,

•

a resident of BC for at least 6 months immediately before signing this elector response
form,

•

a resident of the Service Area for at least 30 days immediately before signing this elector
response form, and

•

not be disqualified from voting under the Local Government Act or any other enactment
or not be otherwise disqualified by law from voting; or

(ii) Non-Resident Property Elector
•

18 years of age or older,

•

a Canadian citizen,

•

a resident of BC for at least 6 months immediately before signing this elector response
form,

•

not entitled to register to vote as a resident elector,

•

a registered owner of real property within the Service Area for at least 30 days
immediately before signing this elector response form,

•

may not vote more than once within a voting jurisdiction regardless of the number of
properties owned,

•

where more than one non-resident person owns the property, the person wishing to
submit an electoral response form for that property must provide, at the time of
registration, written consent from a majority of the property owners,

•

who holds the real property in trust for a corporation or another trust is not eligible to
vote as a non-resident property elector, and

•

not be disqualified from voting under the Local Government Act or any other enactment
or not be otherwise disqualified by law from voting.

A person must not sign more than one elector response form in relation to this Alternative
Approval Process and a person who is not an elector for the Service Area of the Alternative
Approval Process must not sign an elector response form.
Where possible, copies of Bylaw No. 1716 are available at the SLRD Administrative Office at
1350 Aster Street, Pemberton, BC from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on the SLRD’s website at
www.slrd.bc.ca.
More information regarding this Alternative Approval Process may be obtained by contacting
Suzanne Lafrance, Director of Finance, Squamish-Lillooet Regional District at (604) 894-6371
ext. 233 or slafrance@slrd.bc.ca.
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Alternative Approval Process
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Howe
Sound East Fire Protection Service Loan
Authorization Bylaw No. 1716-2021
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service Loan Authorization
Bylaw No. 1716-2021 (“Bylaw No. 1716”) authorizes the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District
(“SLRD”) to borrow up to $1,200,000 over a maximum term of 25 years for the purpose of
acquiring a replacement fire truck for the use and benefit of electors in the Howe Sound East Fire
Protection Service Area. Under Bylaw No. 1716, the maximum requsition amount of this loan
would be as follows:
For Property Owners within the Howe Sound East Fire Protection Service Area
The rate per $1,000 of assessed net taxable value of land and improvements attributable to the
borrowing is estimated to be $0.094 using the current 2021 tax assessment base, resulting in the
following estimated annual taxation change:
Estimated Annual Taxation Increase
Estimated Annual
Average Value of
Rate per $1000 Taxation due to
Residential Property
Borrowing
$100,000
$0.094
$9.40
$0.094
$500,000
$47.00
$800,000
$0.094
$75.20
$0.094
$1,000,000
$94.00
$1,500,000
$0.094
$141.00

Choose one [please mark with an “x”]:
___ I am a resident elector (see eligibility requirements on the following page)
___ I am a non-resident property elector who lives in another BC community but owns property having
an address of _________________________________________________ [please insert address of
property in relation to which you are entitled to register as a non-resident property elector] (see
eligibility requirements on the following page)
By completing this elector response form, I OPPOSE the SLRD Board’s intention to adopt Bylaw No.
1716 unless the assent of the electors in an assent voting proceeding (referendum) is obtained.
Print full name of elector:

_____________________________________

Signature of elector:

_____________________________________

Residential Address of elector: _____________________________________________________
For this elector response form to be counted, it must be received by the SLRD Corporate Officer no
later than 4:30 p.m. ___________________ in any one of the following manners:
•

In person at 1350 Aster Street – 2nd Floor, Pemberton, BC (Monday to Friday 8:00 AM to 4:30
PM, excluding holidays);

•

Via mail to: Box 219, Pemberton, BC, V0N 2L0;
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•

Via fax at: 604-894-6526; or

•

Via email attachment to info@slrd.bc.ca with the subject heading: “Howe Sound East Fire
Protection Service Area Elector Response”

Postmarks will not be accepted as the date of receipt by the SLRD. If submitting this form to the SLRD
by facsimile, please ensure that the transmission was completed. Responsibility for receipt of elector
response forms in accordance with these instructions lies with the elector.
The SLRD Board may proceed with the adoption of Bylaw No. 1716 unless 50 electors sign and
submit a completed copy of this elector response form to the SLRD by the deadline of 4:30
p.m. on ________________________________.
Eligibility Requirements
Resident Electors (section 65 of the Local Government Act):
1. I am 18 years of age or older;
2. I am a Canadian citizen;
3. I have lived in British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before signing this elector
response form;
4. I have lived in the Service Area (see definition in Notice of Alternative Approval Process form)
for at least 30 days before signing this elector response form;
5. I am not disqualified from voting under the Local Government Act or any other enactment or
otherwise disqualified by law from voting.
Non-Resident Property Electors (section 66 of the Local Government Act)
1. I am 18 years of age or older;
2. I am a Canadian citizen;
3. I have lived in British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before signing this elector
response form;
4. I am not entitled to vote as a resident elector in the Service Area (see definition in Notice of
Alternative Approval Process form) for purposes of this matter;
5. I have been a registered owner of real property in the Service Area for at least 30 days before
signing this elector response form;
6. I acknowledge that I may sign only one elector response form, regardless of the number of
properties that I own in the Service Area;
7. I acknowledge that if there is more than one individual who is the registered owner of the
property, only one of the individual owners may sign this elector response form in relation to
the property, provided the non-resident property elector has the written consent of the number
of individuals who, together with the person signing this elector response form, constitute a
majority of the registered owners of the property (written consent must be attached, if
applicable; this form is available on the SLRD website: ___________________)
8. I acknowledge that the only persons who are registered owners of the real property are
individuals who do not hold the property in trust for a corporation or another trust;
9. I am not disqualified from voting under the Local Government Act or any other enactment or
otherwise disqualified by law from voting.
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