
Britannia Beach Community Workshop – September 15, 2016 
Summary of Community Workshop 

 
A community workshop was held in Britannia Beach for residents to consider issues raised as part of the Area 
D Zoning Review and public hearing (including house sizes, subdivision, etc.), and other community issues 
identified by residents of Britannia Beach through a community survey.  The workshop was held at the 
Britannia Beach Community Centre from 7 pm to 9 pm on Thursday September 15, 2016. 
 
A presentation was given by the SLRD regarding the online survey results and data, as well as discussing a 
recent letter from the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI) regarding subdivisions at Britannia 
Beach.  Some information on house sizes was also presented.   
 
That presentation is available on the SLRD website on the Area D Zoning Review project page here: 
http://www.slrd.bc.ca/inside-slrd/current-projects-initiatives/area-d-zoning-review. 
 
Following the presentation, an agenda was created by the participants identifying the key issues that 
attendees wanted to discuss in more detail at the workshop. 
 
Following the agenda creation, small groups (one for each table) were created by participants to have detailed 
discussions on a particular agenda item.  Each table was focused around a single topic with two general guiding 
questions to be answered. 
 
The following five general topic areas were based on the individual issues identified by workshop participants 
for more detailed discussion at the meeting: 

 Trees/Water 

 Traffic, Speed, Safety, Highway 

 Houses 

 Suites, Bed & Breakfast, Parking 

 Village Planning 
 
Within each of those general areas, responses were provided by participants to the two general questions:  
“What is it about this topic that is of most concern to you?” and “How do you suggest the SLRD address this 
issue?”  The responses to those two questions are included below, sorted by topic. 
 
Trees/Water 

 Tree cutting 

 Dangerous tree removal – waive fees for removing danger/dangerous trees 

 $300 to remove a tree – including topping a tree 

 Difference between topping vs. cutting 

 Difference between removing one tree vs. lots of trees 

 Tree cutting – need more clear cut rules and guidelines between clearcutting, slope stability vs. tree 
topping and general tree maintenance 

 Clearcutting a lot is very different than removing one tree 

 Removing a tree from your lot that no one sees is different than removing a tree that affects a 
neighbour’s privacy, noise, etc. 

 Topping, pruning, and maintaining trees is very different from removal 

 Water quality 

 How will developing Area 3 affect our water? 

http://www.slrd.bc.ca/inside-slrd/current-projects-initiatives/area-d-zoning-review


 Connection at street is ¾“, but house plumbing is mandated to be 1.5” – what does the SLRD need to 
do to fix this? 

 Where does Area 3 get their water?  How does this affect supply for existing residents?  How does this 
affect pressure for existing residents? 

 
 
Traffic, Speed, Safety, Highway 

 Traffic and pedestrian safety on Copper Drive in older area 

 Traffic increase and speeding 

 Speed limit 

 Help from Tony in approaching MOTI 

 Sidewalk on Lower Copper Drive – is this SLRD responsibility? – no it is MOTI 

 Approach MOTI re: speed limit signs 

 MOTI hold community info meeting 
 
 
Houses 

 A process for houses larger than 5,000 ft2 so individuals know cost before building 

 Height of buildings should go with lot topography 

 Can property owners building cottage house for family?  They should be allowed as per Land Title Act. 

 Consistency equals fairness 
 
 
Suites, Bed & Breakfast, Parking 

 AirBnB concerns 

 Secondary suites 

 How many recreational vehicles are you allowed to have in your driveway? 

 Volume, additional parking, bylaws, who is watching infractions? 

 Clean up derelict vehicles 

 No unplated and/or uninsured vehicles parked long term on public property 

 Clarify max vehicles (functioning or not) allowed per property, including boats 
 
 
Village Planning 

 Communication between SLRD and Britannia Beach community 

 Village planning input with Macdonald Development Corporation and anchor tenants 

 Can planning and zoning be a better balance of top down and local community driven consensus? 

 Not knowing services, requirements, survey, height, Minaty Bay, water, marina 

 Ensure access to waterfront for community at all costs 

 More townhalls with opportunity to create vision for what is developed plus 4 times a year with a 
mailer explaining where we are 

 Systematic communication 

 Involve Britannia Beach before bylaws 

 Good work on bylaws but process was backwards 
 
 
Staff closed the meeting, noting that these comments would be posted on the SLRD website. 
 


