
Regional Context Statement 

Whistler lies 140 kilometres north of Vancouver in the Coast Mountains of British Columbia, 

Canada in the southern portion of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District (SLRD).  

The population of the SLRD more than doubled from 16,232 residents to 35,225 residents in the 

thirty year period from 1976 to 2006 (Census Canada) of whom about 10,000 live in Whistler 

(though on peak holiday weekends Whistler’s population can swell to 45,000). Strong, sustained 

growth is predicted for the SLRD in the next thirty years. The population of the region is projected 

to almost double again in the period from 2003 to 2031: from 35,141 residents to 68,153 residents 

(Urban Futures). Primary factors driving growth include lifestyle choices, increasing demand for 

recreational services, economic and employment opportunities, natural beauty and environmental 

qualities, and proximity to the Lower Mainland. Given this projected growth and the associated 

challenges and opportunities, a collaborative approach to regional growth and land use is 

essential. This OCP is part of that essence, supporting the SLRD’s Regional Growth Strategy 

(RGS) to guide development and encourage effective regional collaboration. 

 The SLRD’s RGS bylaw 1062, adopted by the SLRD Board on June 28, 2010, is a long -term plan 

and agreement addressing growth management in the south of the regional district and economic 

recovery issues in the north over a 20-year period. It was developed and approved by the member 

municipalities in partnership with the SLRD, provides a long term vision for the reg ion and 

identifies and prioritizes goals across the region that meet common social, economic, and 

environmental objectives. With the purpose to “promote human settlement that is socially, 

economically, and environmentally healthy and that makes efficient use of public facilities and 

services, land and other resources,” the RGS will guide the SLRD and its member municipalities 

with respect to land-use decisions in accordance with their legislative authority and will be 

primarily implemented through municipal OCPs and zoning bylaws. 

Whistler's vision as well as the municipality's overall approach to growth management and the Goals, 

Objectives and Policies presented in this OCP are consistent with the RGS principles and goals.  

The RGS articulates nine goals to strategically address growth management challenges. The 
goals and objectives of this OCP that correspond to each of the nine RGS goals are as follows: 

1. Focus Development into Compact, Complete, Sustainable, Communities. 

 

The overall approach to growth management advocated by this plan is a focus on enhancing and 

optimizing existing and approved land use and development within an Urban Development 

Containment Area rather than designating new areas for development. Within that area the plan 

seeks to protect the natural environment, enhance community character and quality of life, make 

efficient use of existing infrastructure and facilities, strengthen the local economy and reduce the 

environmental and energy impacts of the municipality. 

 

The Whistler Urban Development Containment Area (WUDCA) shown on the Whistler Land Use 

Map, Schedule A, does not correspond exactly with the lands designated as Urban Area on Whistler 

Settlement Area Map (Map 1b) of the RGS. Any inconsistencies are due to differences in the criteria 



in which the WUDCA was determined and the RGS’s definition of Urban Area, which is more literal, 

and RGS housekeeping mapping errors which may be addressed during the next update of the RGS, 

as described below. The inconsistencies are not due to any land use policy differences as regards to 

the future use of land on either side of the WUDCA boundary.  

Differences in Definitions 

The WUDCA is the area within the municipal boundary within which all urban land uses and 

development are contained,  and also includes lands designated as protected area, open space and 

park that are not designated nor intended for urban development but are recognized as part of the 

land use mix within the Whistler Urban Development Containment Area. The designations for these 

parcels are shown on the Whistler Land Use Map.  In comparison, the RGS definition of Urban Area 

is more literal, defined as areas designated in Official Community Plans or otherwise identified for 

existing and future growth, including serviced rural residential areas that are contiguous with and 

functionally part of existing urban areas, but excluding open space, parks and protected areas. 

Mapping Errors and Inconsistencies 

As indicated in Table 1 of the RGS, Urban Area is meant to exclude the LP, RR1, RS-E1 and TA 

zones. Many of the RGS Urban Areas outside the WUDCA have one of these zoning designations 

and should not have been designated as Urban Area on RGS Map 1b.  

 

2. Improve Transportation Linkages and Options. 

 

In addition to retaining and reinforcing the existing development pattern to ensure that the viability of 
public transit use is maintained and improved, this plan calls for the continued enhancement of 
walking and cycling opportunities.  

3. Support a Range of Affordable Housing. 

 

This plan states as a goal the housing of at least 75% of the local work force within municipal 
boundaries, and promotes a diversity of housing forms, densities and tenures including housing that 
is accessible to all persons. 

4. Achieve a Sustainable Economy. 

 

Whistler’s overall approach to growth management seeks to reinforce and strengthen the local 
economy through diversification compatible with tourism and optimal use of existing business, service 
commercial and light industrial nodes, housing the majority of the work force locally, and supporting 
sustainable, secure local food systems. 

5. Protect Natural Ecosystem Functioning. 

 

Maintaining the existing development footprint of the Resort Municipality enables the effective 

implementation of ecosystem based management through development permit requirements and 

conditions. The plan seeks to protect local water quality, reduce GHG emissions associated with solid 

waste management, manage stormwater and sewer infrastructure to minimize environmental 

impacts, and maintain a governance structure that is conducive to achievement of climate and energy 

goals 



 

6. Encourage the Sustainable Use of Parks and Natural Areas. 

 

This plan affirms the Resort Municipality’s natural setting as the primary foundation of the visitor 

experience. Ecosystem based management will enable the balancing of development impacts with 

environmental values. Whistler will continue to provide a range of parks, trails and other outdoor 

recreational opportunities emphasizing viewscapes and a close connection with the natural 

environment. 

 

7. Create Healthy and Safe Communities. 

 

The transportation, affordable housing and sustainable economy objectives of this plan complement 

this goal of the regional growth strategy. The plan also seeks to maintain a hierarchy of commercial 

and light industrial centres serving local and visitor needs, and articulates goals with respect to local 

learning opportunities, youth and young adult programs and services, community health and social 

service facilities, secure local food systems and a dynamic and unique Whistler cultural identity. 

 

8. Enhance Relations with Aboriginal Communities. 

 
The plan includes a First Nations context statement that acknowledges and builds on past co-
operation in land and resource management planning and legacy lands planning and expresses a 
range of  particular First Nations interests in Whistler’s future. 
 

9. Improve Collaboration among Jurisdictions. 

 

The plan contemplates continued co-operation on planning and community development issues 

between the RMOW and the Province; First Nations; the Squamish Lillooet Regional District; health 

authorities; and other local, regional and provincial organizations and agencies whose mandates and 

interests intersect with those of the municipality. 

 

The SLRD and its municipal partners recognize the importance of planning for a sustainable future based on 
long term visioning and the intermediate steps required to take us in that direction. The SLRD vision of a 
more sustainable future includes:  

• Living within the limits imposed by natural systems;  

• Reducing our dependence on non-renewable resources;  

• Encouraging zero-waste, re-use and recycling;  

• Minimizing disturbance of ecological and physical processes;  

• Managing land, water and air wisely and efficiently;  

• Recognizing and reducing human impacts leading to climate change;  

• Understanding the interconnections among economy, society and environment; and  

• Distributing resources and opportunities fairly and with an awareness of future genera tion 


