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Meeting date:  January 13/27, 2014

To:  SLRD Electoral Area Directors/Board of Directors

Applicant:  N/A 

Location: Squamish-Lillooet Regional District

Legal description:  N/A 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1. THAT the Board direct staff to revise “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Zoning Bylaw No. 

670, 1999, Amendment Bylaw No. 1282-2013”, a bylaw to amend SLRD Bylaw No. 670, 1999 
covering Electoral Areas A and B to create a single Area A Zoning Bylaw (now at 1st reading), 
in order to address medical marihuana operations; 

 
2. THAT the Board direct staff to revise “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area B 

Zoning Bylaw No. 1300-2013”, a bylaw to create a single Area B Zoning Bylaw (now at 1st 
reading), in order to address medical marihuana operations; 

 
3. THAT Bylaw 1307-2014, cited as “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area C Zoning 

Bylaw No. 765, 2002, Amendment Bylaw No. 1307-2014”, a bylaw to amend Electoral Area C 
Zoning Bylaw No. 765, 2002 to regulate medical marihuana operations, be introduced and read 
a first time; 

 
4. THAT Bylaw 1308-2014, cited as “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area D Zoning 

Bylaw No. 540, 1994, Amendment Bylaw No. 1308-2014”, a bylaw to amend Electoral Area D 
Zoning Bylaw No. 540, 1994 to regulate medical marihuana operations, be introduced and read 
a first time; 

 
5. THAT Bylaw 1309-2014, cited as “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Upper Bridge River 

Valley Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 608, 1996, Amendment Bylaw No. 1309-2014”, a 
bylaw to amend the Upper Bridge River Valley Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 608, 1996 
(to establish a form and character development permit area for regulation of medical 
marihuana operations) be introduced and read a first time; 

 
6. THAT pursuant to Section 882.3 (a)(i, ii) of the Local Government Act, the Regional District has 

considered Bylaw 1309 in conjunction with its financial plan and solid waste management plan. 
 

7. THAT Bylaw 1310-2014, cited as “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area B Official 
Community Plan Bylaw No. 1073, 2008, Amendment Bylaw No. 1310-2014”, a bylaw to amend 
the Area B Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1073, 2008 (to establish a form and character 
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development permit area for regulation of medical marihuana operations) be introduced and 
read a first time; 

 
8. THAT pursuant to Section 882.3 (a)(i, ii) of the Local Government Act, the Regional District has 

considered Bylaw 1310 in conjunction with its financial plan and solid waste management plan. 
 

9. THAT Bylaw 1311-2014, cited as “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area C Official 
Community Plan Bylaw No. 689, 1999, Amendment Bylaw No. 1311-2014” A bylaw to amend 
the Area C Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 689, 1999 (to establish a form and character 
development permit area for regulation of medical marihuana operations) be introduced and 
read a first time; 

 
10. THAT pursuant to Section 882.3 (a)(i, ii) of the Local Government Act, the Regional District has 

considered Bylaw 1311 in conjunction with its financial plan and solid waste management plan. 
 

11. THAT Bylaw 1312, cited as “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area D Official 
Community Plan Bylaw No. 1135-2013, Amendment Bylaw No. 1312-2014” A bylaw to amend 
the Area D Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1135-2013 (to establish a form and character 
development permit area for regulation of medical marihuana operations) be introduced and 
read a first time; 
 

12. THAT pursuant to Section 882.3 (a)(i, ii) of the Local Government Act, the Regional District has 
considered Bylaw 1312 in conjunction with its financial plan and solid waste management plan. 

 
13. THAT the aforementioned bylaws 1307-2014, 1308-2014, 1309-2014, 1310-2014, 1311-2014 

and 1312-2014 be forwarded to appropriate stakeholders and First Nations for consultation. 
 

 
KEY ISSUES/CONCEPTS: 
 
On November 25, 2013, the SLRD Board passed the following resolution: 
 
“THAT the Board direct the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Planning 
Department to prepare appropriate amendments to the various Building, Zoning and 
OCP bylaws to address the new Government of Canada Marihuana for Medical 
Purposes Regulations. 
 
AND THAT staff focus on permissible uses within industrial zones and on land with 
low agricultural capacity and some rural resource zones, with consideration of spot 
zoning”. 
 
This Board directive is in response to the Government of Canada’s Marihuana for Medical 
Purposes Regulation (MMPR).  The MMPR will change not only the way Canadians access 
marihuana for medical purposes but the way it is produced and distributed as well.   
Health Canada has stated that they will require all licensees to abide by local government 
regulations.  Although local government will not have the authority to delay or prevent an 
applicant from receiving a production license under the MMPR system, the Regional District will 
still be able to enforce local legislation and zoning bylaws.   
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The purpose of this report is to present amendments to all of the SLRD’s Zoning and Official 
Community Plan bylaws in order to provide for and regulate licensed medical marihuana 
operations within the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District. 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On September 30, 2013, the Board requested that staff consult with the Electoral Area B/Lillooet 
and the Electoral Area C/Pemberton Agricultural Advisory Committees (AAC) regarding the new 
MMPR system.  In addition to this consultation, the SLRD Planning Department has been 
researching various options for addressing the new MMPR system, and has consulted with the 
Agricultural Land Commission, legal counsel, and other local governments in order to determine 
next steps.  The following is a summary of that consultation: 

 
Area B/Lillooet/St’at’imc Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC):   
The issue was presented to the AAC at their meeting of October 29, 2013.  At that meeting the 
AAC generally resolved to support strictly limiting medical marihuana operations on high 
capability agricultural land and limiting the use to large, rural resource properties and industrial 
zones.  
 
Area C/ Pemberton Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC): 
Staff attempted to host meetings with the AAC on Nov. 6, 2013 and Nov. 13, 2013 however each 
meeting had to be cancelled as no quorum could be reached.  Staff has requested written input 
from the AAC with respect to the issue, however, no input has been received nor have any 
objections been received with respect to limiting medical marihuana operations to industrial and 
rural/resource land and minimizing the use on agricultural land. 
 
Other Local Governments: 
Staff have reviewed the approach that other local governments are taking with respect to 
regulating medical marihuana.  As there is a lack of regulatory direction from higher levels of 
government, it appears that each local government is taking a slightly different approach to 
addressing medical marihuana operations. 
 
Local Governments with ALR land and farm bylaw regulatory authority: 
Many local governments with land in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) appear to be trying to 
focus medical marihuana operations to industrial areas only. The City of Abbotsford, the 
Township of Langley, The Corporation of Delta, and the City of Kelowna are all moving to bylaws 
that would prohibit medical marihuana uses on agricultural lands and in the Agricultural Land 
Reserve. As these are the only 4 local governments having farm bylaw regulatory authority in the 
Province of BC, they must all get Ministerial approval for these bylaws. A letter that has been 
sent to the Minister in that regard is attached as Appendix B.  
 
Local Governments with ALR land and no farm bylaw regulatory authority: 
For other local governments that do not have farm bylaw regulatory authority, there appears to 
be a variety of approaches that have been taken to enact regulations in the absence of clear 
ALC and Ministerial direction.   
 
The Cariboo Regional District has sent two letters to the Minister of Agriculture requesting that 
they be granted farm bylaw status so that they may limit medical marihuana operations within 
ALR land.  To date, they have not received a Ministerial response.   
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The Thompson-Nicola Regional District has bylaws in process that proposes to limit medical 
marihuana uses to only ALR parcels of 8 ha (~20 acres) or larger and require 50 m setbacks 
from all parcel lines.  The City of Richmond and the City of Surrey have both begun the process 
of prohibiting and/or limiting medical marihuana on agricultural lands, and, to varying degrees, 
prohibiting the uses in other zones.   
 
The Sunshine Coast Regional District is considering zoning provisions to help ensure the 
medical marihuana operations are directed to properties in agricultural, industrial and rural zones 
having larger lot areas with substantial setbacks to neighbouring properties. 
 
In the FVRD, each electoral area has taken a different approach to regulating medical marihuana 
operations. Area D, for instance, has proposed to ban medical marihuana operations completely; 
Area A has proposed to allow them everywhere within its boundary. FVRD Electoral Areas B and 
G propose to allow grow-ops in agricultural, industrial, and rural zones, with the exception of Yale 
town. Area F seeks to allow them in agricultural and industrial zones, while Area C proposes to 
allow them in agricultural areas only. 
 
Abbotsford and Mission, each an FVRD member municipality, have bylaws under consideration 
that ban new grow-ops entirely. The City of Chilliwack has gone ahead and passed bylaws that 
prohibit the medical marihuana operations on ALR land, opting instead to restrict them to a 
special industrial zone reserved for businesses such as slaughterhouses and asphalt 
manufacturers. 
 

It should be noted that all of the local governments described in this section do not have farm 
bylaw authority.  In other words, they are proposing to regulate on ALR lands without Ministerial 
farm bylaw approval.  The Ministry of Agriculture has not yet revised any regulations to address 
medical marihuana operations so there is a regulatory gap with respect to the issue. 
The SLRD may wish to send a letter to the Minister of Agriculture in order to get farm bylaw 
status in order to further regulate and prohibit medical marihuana operations on certain lands, 
such as land having high capability soil in the ALR. 
 
Local Governments with no ALR land: 
Many local governments that do not have agricultural land within their jurisdiction seem to be 
directing medical marihuana operations to industrial lands, or leaving the use completely out of 
their zoning bylaws, such that these uses would require a spot zoning in order to occur. 
In terms of SLRD member municipalities, the Resort Municipality of Whistler and the Village of 
Pemberton are all in various stages of  establishing bylaws to address medical marihuana.  The 
District of Squamish has limited the use to industrial zones only. The Village of Pemberton is 
proposing to limit medical marihuana operations to Industrial and Agriculture zones only.  The 
District of Lillooet has not yet addressed the issue of regulating medical marihuana operations. 
 
Regulatory Context 
 
Federal Regulations 
Health Canada has indicated that they will require MMPR applicants to notify local governments 
of their intention to apply for licensing under the new regulations.  They have also indicated that 
they will require applicants to comply with local government regulations. Planning staff met with 
Health Canada staff in November and were advised that Health Canada would be contacting 
each jurisdiction in which an application has been made in order to ensure compliance with local 
government regulations.  To date, the SLRD has not been contacted by Health Canada. 
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Agricultural Land Commission Regulations 
The Agricultural Land Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation sets out uses that 
are allowed in the ALR, and also sets out uses that local governments may or may not wish to 
regulate.  To date, the various ALC regulations remain silent on medical marihuana operations.  
The ALC has noted that they view medical marihuana as a farm use.  As such, Local 
Government Act regulations set out in s.917 require farm bylaw authority be granted to local 
governments in order that they prohibit such uses.  There is some indication from the Agricultural 
Land Commission, the Ministry of Agriculture and legal counsel that local governments may 
reasonably regulate such requirements as minimum lot sizes, setbacks and site coverage as a 
means of regulating medical marihuana uses without prohibiting the use. 
 
SLRD Bylaws 
Medical marihuana operations are not currently enabled by the SLRDs various zoning and 
Official Community Plan bylaws which are silent with respect to medical marihuana operations.  
This means that anyone wishing to carry on this use would currently need to apply for a rezoning 
in order to allow the use, except in parts of Area D (the Upper Squamish Valley and parts of 
Furry Creek in particular) where land is currently unzoned (with a zoning process currently 
underway).  Currently, land within the ALR, both zoned and unzoned, lacks a clear regulatory 
framework.   
 
Proposed Regulatory Approach 
 
In order to address the Board’s resolution to “ focus on permissible uses within 
industrial zones and on land with low agricultural capacity and some rural resource 
zones, with consideration of spot zoning” the following approach to regulating 
medical marihuana operations across all Electoral Areas is as follows: 
 
- Medical marihuana operation is defined and some other definitions are refined to address 

medical marihuana. 
- Criteria has been created in the general regulations – minimum setbacks, minimum parcel 

size (40 ha), maximum height (10 m), maximum building size. 
- Medical marihuana operations are enabled in Industrial, Resource and Agriculture zones 

and on unzoned land in the Agricultural Land Reserve, as applicable, on parcels of 40 ha or 
more and based on criteria (noted above). By limiting the minimum size of the allowable 
parcels to 40 ha, the total number of parcels that are capable of having this use is limited 
and by setting minimum setbacks from residential and other uses, the impacts of this use on 
adjacent properties is further limited.  It was determined that regulating land based on 
agricultural capability was not practical and possibly not supportable by the ALC, therefore, 
other criteria were put in place to help to regulate medical marihuana uses within the ALR. 

- OCP amendments are proposed that will require a development permit for all such uses.  
This will enable staff to review the proposal, address siting issues, and ensure that these 
buildings are designed appropriately so as not to create visual impacts. 

 
 
Electoral Area A 
A bylaw to amend the Electoral A Zoning Bylaw (Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Zoning 
Bylaw No. 670, 1999, Amendment Bylaw No. 1282-2013) now sits at 1st reading and is 
discussed in a separate report.  The intent is to amend this bylaw to address medical marihuana 
uses prior to the public hearing. 
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Electoral Area A has a very small amount of land in the ALR and broad rural resource lands 
(mostly on unsurveyed Crown land), and some parcels that include both light and heavy 
industrial land. 
 
General Approach to this zoning amendment: 
- Define medical marihuana 
- Criteria has been created in the general regulations – setbacks, minimum parcel size, 

maximum height, maximum building size. 
- Medical Marihuana operations are enabled in Industrial and Resource zones on parcels of 

40 ha or more (of which there are 17 parcels). 
 

General Approach to the OCP amendment: 
- Medical marihuana uses will be subject to a development permit for form and character in 

order to ensure that these uses are in keeping with the character of the SLRD and so that 
buffering is ensured. 

 
Electoral Area B: 
A bylaw to amend the Electoral B Zoning Bylaw (Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral 
Area B Zoning Bylaw No. 1300-2013”) now sits at 1st reading and is discussed in a separate 
report.  The intent is to amend this bylaw to address medical marihuana uses prior to the public 
hearing. 
 
Electoral Area B includes significant agricultural land that is also within the ALR, a number of 
rural resource properties and no formally zoned industrial land. 

 
General Approach to this zoning amendment: 
- Define medical marihuana 
- Criteria has been created in the general regulations – setbacks, minimum parcel size, 

maximum height, maximum building size. 
- Medical Marihuana operations are enabled in Industrial, Resource and Agriculture zones on 

parcels of 40 ha or more (of which there are 153 parcels). 
 
General Approach to the OCP amendment: 
- Medical marihuana uses will be subject to a development permit for form and character in 

order to ensure that these uses are in keeping with the character of the SLRD and so that 
buffering is ensured. 

 
Electoral Area C: 
Electoral Area C includes significant agricultural land that is also with the ALR, a number of rural 
resource properties and some parcels of industrial land. 
 

General Approach to this zoning amendment: 
- Define medical marihuana 
- Criteria has been created in the general regulations – setbacks, minimum parcel size, 

maximum height, maximum building size. 
- Medical Marihuana operations are enabled in Industrial, Resource and Agriculture zones on 

parcels of 40 ha or more (of which there are 111 parcels). 
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General Approach to the OCP amendment: 
- Medical marihuana uses will be subject to a development permit for form and character in 

order to ensure that these uses are in keeping with the character of the SLRD and so that 
buffering is ensured. 

 
Electoral Area D: 
Electoral Area D includes significant agricultural land that is with the ALR (all unzoned), and 
also includes several rural resource and some resource uses.  Electoral Area D is covered by 
several zoning bylaws including Bylaw 20 (Callaghan Valley, Pine Crest, Black Tusk), Bylaw 
672 (Furry Creek) and Bylaw 540 (Ring Creek, Upper Squamish Valley, Britannia Beach, and 
most of the remainder of Area D).  For the purposes of regulating medical marihuana uses, only 
Bylaw 540 is proposed to be amended as it is the only zoning bylaw that includes unzoned land 
(mostly land within the ALR), where the use has potentially more impact on the soil capability 
and the rural landscape. 
 

General Approach to this zoning amendment: 
- Define medical marihuana 
- Criteria has been created in the general regulations – setbacks, minimum parcel size, 

maximum height, maximum building size. 
- Medical Marihuana operations are enabled in Industrial and Resource zones and Unzoned 

lands within the ALR only (not including Furry Creek) on parcels of 40 ha or more (of which 
there are 104 parcels). 

 
General Approach to the OCP amendment: 
- Medical marihuana uses will be subject to a development permit for form and character in 

order to ensure that these uses are in keeping with the character of the SLRD and so that 
buffering is ensured. 

 
Building Bylaw: 
 
A separate bylaw to amend the Building Bylaw will be brought forward under separate cover. 
 
 

 
RELEVANT POLICIES: 
 
Pemberton Valley Agricultural Area Plan  
Electoral Area Zoning Bylaws  
Electoral Area Official Community Plans 
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Building Bylaw No. 863 
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Regional Growth Strategy Bylaw No. 1062, 2008 
Agricultural Land Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation  
Health Canada Marijuana for Medical Purposes Regulations 
BC Assessment Act 
 
 
IMPLICATIONS 
 
FINANCIAL: 
 
Costs of advertising and hosting various public hearings around the region will be incurred. 
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FOLLOW UP ACTION: 
 
Forward all amending bylaws to stakeholders and First Nations as part of the consultation 
process. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Appendix A:  Zoning and OCP amendment Bylaws 1307 through 1312. 
Appendix B:  Letter to the Minister of Agriculture from the Mayors of Abbotsford, Delta, Kelowna 
and Langley. 
 
 
 
Prepared by: K. Needham, Director of Planning and Development 
Approved by:  L. Flynn, Chief Administrative Officer 



 
SQUAMISH-LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 1307-

2014  
 

A bylaw to amend Electoral Area C Zoning Bylaw No. 765, 2002 to regulate 
 Medical Marihuana Operations 

 
 

WHEREAS the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District wishes to amend the Electoral 
Area C Zoning Bylaw in order to regulate medical marihuana operations; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District, in open meeting 
assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
1) This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District 

Electoral Area C Zoning Bylaw No. 765, 2002, Amendment Bylaw No. 1307-2014”. 
 
2) Electoral Area C Zoning Bylaw No. 765, 2002 is hereby amended as follows: 

 
a) The definition of “farm use” is deleted and replaced with: 

”farm use” means an occupation or use of land for husbandry of land, plants, and 
animals, and any other similar activity designated as farm use by regulation but 
excluding a medical marihuana operation. 
 

b) The first two lines of the definition ”farm operation” are deleted and replaced with: 

“farm operation” means any of the following activities involved in carrying on a farm 
business:  
 

c) Subsection (o) in the definition of ”farm operation” is added as follows: 
 
“(o) medical marihuana operation;” 

 
d) The definition of ”home industry” is amended by replacing 

the final semi colon with “, and medical marihuana operation;” 
 

e) The definition of ”intensive agriculture” is amended by replacing “or the growing of 
mushrooms;” with “the growing of mushrooms, or a medical marihuana operation”. 
 

f) The definition of ”medical marihuana operation” is inserted after the definition of 
“livestock” as follows: 

“medical marihuana operation” means the growing, cultivation, storage, distribution or 
destruction of marihuana as lawfully permitted and authorized pursuant to the Federal 
Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations, as amended from time to time. 
 

g) The definition of ”light industry” is amended by inserting “and medical marihuana 
operation” after “auto body shops” 
 

h) PART 4  General Zoning Provisions and Regulations is amended by: 
 

neekim
Text Box
Appendix A



i) deleting 4.2 (g) and replacing it with “horticulture, excluding a medical marihuana 
operation” 

 
ii) inserting a new section (i) after (h)  “(i) silviculture and forest management.” 
 
iii) inserting the following section 4.22 after section 4.21: 

 
“MEDICAL MARIHUANA OPERATION 
(1)  Notwithstanding any other section of this bylaw, a medical marihuana operation shall be 

subject to the following regulations in addition to those set out in the Electoral Area C 
Official Community Plan: 

 
 COLUMN 1 

Matter to be Regulated 
COLUMN 2 
Regulations 

.1 Minimum lot size  
 

 - Industrial, Resource Management 
and Agriculture zones 

- All other zones 

40 ha 
 
Use excluded 

.2 Minimum setback from a use  
- From a school, daycare, youth 

centre, community centre or other 
facility catering to children  

100 m 

.3 Minimum setback from a parcel line  
 - From any parcel zoned to allow 

for a single family dwelling, 
duplex, multiple residential 
dwelling, bed and breakfast or 
tourist accommodation 

30 m 

 - From all other parcels 10 m 
.4 Maximum height 10 m 
.5 Maximum building size  
 - Industrial and Resource 

Management zones 
2,000 m2 

 - Agriculture zones 
 

1,000 m2  

 
   (2)  The setback and height regulations in section 4.22 (1) shall not apply to an existing 

building that is re-purposed for a medical marihuana operation, so long as that building 
has been issued a valid building permit or is in the building permit application process.” 

 
 
 

  
READ A FIRST time this  27th  day of   JANUARY, 2014 
 

READ A SECOND time this   day of     , 2014 

 

PUBLIC HEARING HELD on   day of     , 2014 



 

READ A THIRD time this  day of     , 2014 

 

ADOPTED this    day of      , 2014 
 
 
 

     
Patricia Heintzman Peter DeJong 
Chair Secretary 
 



 
 
 

SQUAMISH-LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 1308-
2014  

 
A bylaw to amend Electoral Area D Zoning Bylaw No. 540, 1994 to regulate 

 Medical Marihuana Operations 
 
 

WHEREAS the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District wishes to amend Electoral 
Area D Zoning Bylaw in order to regulate medical marihuana; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District, in open meeting 
assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
1) This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District 

Electoral Area D Zoning Bylaw No. 540, 1994, Amendment Bylaw No. 1308-2014”. 
 
2) Electoral Area D Zoning Bylaw No. 540, 1994 is hereby amended as follows: 

 

a) The definition of MEDICAL MARIHUANA OPERATION  is inserted after the definition of 
“INTERPRETIVE CENTRE” as follows: 

 

Medical marihuana operation means the growing, cultivation, storage, distribution or 
destruction of marihuana as lawfully permitted and authorized pursuant to the Federal 
Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations, as amended from time to time. 
 

b) The definition of HOME INDUSTRY is amended by deleting the final semi-colon and 
adding the words “and excluding a medical marihuana operation.” 
 

c) Section 4  - GENERAL REGULATIONS is amended by 
 

i) inserting a new section 4.12: 
 

“Medical Marihuana Operation 
 
(1)  Notwithstanding any other regulations in this bylaw, a medical marihuana operation shall 

be subject to the following regulations in addition to those set out in the Electoral Area D 
Official Community Plan: 

 
 COLUMN 1 

Matter to be Regulated 
COLUMN 2 
Regulations 

.1 Minimum lot size  
 

 - Industrial, Resource and 
Unzoned land in the Agricultural 
Land Reserve 

- All other zones 

40 ha 
 
 
Use excluded 



.2 Minimum setback from a use  
- From a school, daycare, youth 

centre, community centre or other 
facility catering to children  

100 m 

.3 Minimum setback from a parcel line  
 - From any parcel zoned to allow 

for a single family dwelling, 
duplex, multiple residential 
dwelling, bed and breakfast or 
tourist accommodation 

30 m 

 - From all other parcels 10 m 
.4 Maximum height 10 m 
.5 Maximum building size  
 - Industrial and Resource Use 

zones 
2,000 m2 

 - Unzoned land in the Agricultural 
Land Reserve 

1,000 m2  

 
(2)  The setback and height regulations in section 4.12 (1) shall not apply to an existing 

building that is re-purposed for a medical marihuana operation, so long as that building 
has been issued a valid building permit or is in the building permit application process.” 
 

 
 
READ A FIRST time this  27th  day of   JANUARY, 2014 
 

READ A SECOND time this   day of     , 2014 

 

PUBLIC HEARING HELD on   day of     , 2014 
 

READ A THIRD time this  day of     , 2014 

 

ADOPTED this    day of      , 2014 
 
 
 

     
Patricia Heintzman Peter DeJong 
Chair Secretary 



 
 
 

SQUAMISH-LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 1309-
2014 

 
A bylaw to amend Upper Bridge River Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 608, 1996 to 

regulate Medical Marihuana Operations 
 

 
WHEREAS the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District wishes to amend the Upper 
Bridge River Valley Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 608, 1996 to regulate Medical 
Marihuana Operations; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District, in open meeting 
assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
1) This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Upper 

Bridge River Valley Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 608, 1996, Amendment Bylaw No. 
1309-2014”. 

 
2) The Upper Bridge River Valley Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 608, 1996 is hereby 

amended as follows: 
 

a) By inserting the following in the “Summary of Amendments” table on page 1,: 
 
BYLAW NO. SUMMARY OF BYLAW AMENDMENTS DATE OF ADOPTION 

1309 - 2014 
Creating a Medical Marihuana Operation Development Permit 
Area 

________, 2014 

 

b) By inserting a definition a definition of Medical Marihuana Operation in the 
INTERPRETION section after “intensive recreation” as follows: 

 
“Medical marihuana operation means the growing, cultivation, storage, distribution or 
destruction of marihuana as lawfully permitted and authorized pursuant to the Federal 
Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations, as amended from time to time.” 

 

c) By inserting after Development Permit Area 5: Wildfire Protection in the 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREAS section: 

 

“Development Permit Area (the next appropriate number): Medical Marihuana Operation 

 

This Development Permit Area controls the construction on all property in the Upper 
Bridge River Valley for the purposes of ensuring that medical marihuana operations are 
developed in a way that is in keeping with the form and character of the Upper Bridge 
River Valley. See policies 1.4 to 1.12 in the Community Growth and Character section 
for specific guidelines.” 

 



d) By inserting sections 1.4 through 1.12 after 1.3 in the Community Growth and Character 
section as follows: 
 
Development Permit Area: Medical Marihuana Operation 
 

1.4 Category 

Pursuant to Section 919.1 (1) (f) of the Local Government Act, the Medical Marihuana 
Operation Development Permit Area is designated for the establishment of objectives for 
the form and character of medical marihuana operations. 

 

1.5 Justification and Special Conditions 

The purpose of the designation of lands in the Upper Bridge River Valley for a Medical 
Marihuana Operation Development Permit Area is: 

 The Upper Bridge River Valley contains many areas having high scenic values. The 
purpose of Development Permit Area 5:  Medical Marihuana Operations is to set out 
guidelines to help ensure that development of medical marihuana uses is well suited 
to the environment, and does not result in buildings and structures that are at odds 
with the natural beauty and serenity of the Upper Bridge River Valley. 

 

Applications shall be accompanied by plans indicating the following: 

 Location of all existing and proposed buildings & structures, parking areas, and 
driveways. 

 Extent and nature of existing and proposed landscaping and surfacing, including 
details of trees, ground cover, and other permeable and impermeable surfaces. 

 The exterior materials of existing and proposed structures. 

 

1.6 Issuance 

The Board delegates the authority to issue Medical Marihuana Operation Development 
Permits to the Director of Planning and Development. 
 

1.7 Application 

A Medical Marihuana Operation Development Permit is required prior to the 
commencement of construction or erection of new buildings or structures. 

 

1.8 Exemptions 

A Medical Marihuana Operation Development Permit is not required for the following: 

 Existing buildings and uses; 
 Renovations within an existing building that do not involve any exterior modifications 

or any additional parking; 
 Replacement of a sign face; 
 Additions to existing buildings that are less than 50 m2. 

 

1.9 Guidelines  

Applications for a development permit shall be accompanied by plans, including but not 
limited to survey plans, site development plans, grading plans, building plans, storm 



water management plans, landscape plans, lighting plans, and a written description of 
the proposal, to indicate how the proposed development is meeting the following 
guidelines: 

 
1.10 Building Form & Character: 

a) Buildings shall be constructed of materials and colours that blend in well with the 
surrounding natural environment, suit the physical character and terrain of the 
site and reflect the mountain pastoral character. 

b)  Wood or hardi-panel should feature predominantly in the finishing treatments. 
c) Traditional barn-like architecture, with gable, gambrel, raised or lean-to roof 

styles and cross-braced door finishings is encouraged. 
d) Mitigate the actual and perceived bulk of buildings by utilizing appropriate 

massing and detailing that creates a rhythm and visual interest along the line of 
the building (e.g. use of false or real hinged barn-style window or door elements) 

e) Utilize landscaping treatments to further soften the mass of building form (e.g. 
strategic placement of trees). 

f) Box-shaped tilt-up concrete or metal structures are not supported. 
 

1.11 Landscaping and Buffering: 
a) Buffering of medical marihuana operations is important in order to ensure that 

these uses are not at odds with adjacent uses. 
b) Any federally required metal fencing shall be buffered with native planting. 
c) Top soil deep enough to allow for well-rooted planting and reduce irrigation 

requirements should be utilized. 
d) Use native species of trees or shrubs and utilize the planting of conifers to block 

winter winds and deciduous trees to create shade in the summer. 
e) Utilize cisterns to store water and provide irrigation. 

 
1.12 Lighting and Signage: 

a) Minimize the amount of lighting on signs.  Installation of video, reader board, and 
neon or LED signs is discouraged.  Signs should be non-illuminated from within. 

b) Exterior lighting, including within a parking area, should be low intensity and not 
cause excessive night-time glow or glare. 

c) Use energy efficient exterior lighting systems with timers and sensors to provide 
light only when required.  Ambient lighting should be minimized. 

d) Signage should be pedestrian oriented in scale.  Large vehicular-based signage 
should be avoided.  Appropriate forms of signage include: 
i) Signs mounted flush with building facades; 
ii) Wood carved and/or hand painted hanging signs above pathways.” 

 

READ A FIRST time this  27th  day of   JANUARY, 2014 

READ A SECOND time this   day of     , 2014 

PUBLIC HEARING HELD on   day of     , 2014 
 

 

 

READ A THIRD time this  day of     , 2014 



ADOPTED this    day of      , 2014 
 

     
Patricia Heintzman Peter DeJong 
Chair Secretary 



 
 
 

SQUAMISH-LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 1310-
2014 

 
A bylaw to amend Electoral Area B Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1073, 2008 to 

regulate Medical Marihuana Operations 
 

WHEREAS the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District wishes to amend the Electoral 
Area B Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1073, 2008 to regulate Medical Marihuana 
Operations; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District, in open meeting 
assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
1) This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District 

Electoral Area B Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1073, 2008, Amendment Bylaw No. 
1310-2014”. 

 
2) Electoral Area B Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1073, 2008 is hereby amended as 

follows: 
 
a) By inserting the following in the  “Summary of Amendments” table: 
 
BYLAW NO. SUMMARY OF BYLAW AMENDMENTS DATE OF ADOPTION 

1310 – 2014 Creating a Medical Marihuana Operation Development Permit 
Area 

________, 2014 

 

 

b) By inserting after Development Permit Area 2, in the DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREAS 
section: 

 

“Development Permit Area 3 (or next available number): Medical Marihuana Operation 

 

This DPA controls the construction on all property in Electoral Area B for the purposes of 
ensuring that medical marihuana operations are developed in a way that is in keeping 
with the form and character of Electoral Area B.  See policies set out in 3.13 to 3.21 in 
this section.” 
 

c) By inserting sections 3.13 through 3.22 after 3.12 in the Economic Development section 
as follows: 
 
“Development Permit Area 3 (or next available number): Medical Marihuana Operation 
 

3.13 Definition 

A “medical marihuana operation” means the growing, cultivation, storage, distribution or 
destruction of marihuana as lawfully permitted and authorized pursuant to the Federal 



Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations, as amended from time to time. 

 

3.14 Category 

Pursuant to Section 919.1 (1) (f) of the Local Government Act, the Medical Marihuana 
Operation Development Permit Area is designated for the establishment of objectives for 
the form and character of medical marihuana operations. 

 

3.15 Justification and Special Conditions 

The purpose of the designation of lands in Electoral Area B for a Medical Marihuana 
Operation Development Permit Area is: 

 Electoral Area B contains many areas having high scenic values. The purpose of 
Development Permit Area 3:  Medical Marihuana Operations is to set out guidelines 
to help ensure that development of medical marihuana operations is well suited to 
the environment, and does not result in buildings and structures that are at odds with 
the natural beauty and serenity of Electoral Area B. 

 
Applications shall be accompanied by plans indicating the following: 

 Location of all existing and proposed buildings & structures, parking areas, and 
driveways. 

 Extent and nature of existing and proposed landscaping and surfacing, including 
details of trees, ground cover, and other permeable and impermeable surfaces. 

 The exterior materials of existing and proposed structures. 

 

3.15 Issuance 

The Board delegates the authority to issue Medical Marihuana Operation Development 
Permits to the Director of Planning and Development. 
 

3.17 Application 

A Medical Marihuana Operation Development Permit is required prior to the 
commencement of construction or erection of new buildings or structures. 

 

3.18 Exemptions 

A Medical Marihuana Operation Development Permit is not required for the following: 

 Existing buildings and uses; 
 Renovations  within an existing building that do not involve any exterior modifications 

or any additional parking; 
 Replacement of a sign face; 
 Additions to existing buildings that are less than 50 m2. 

3.19 Guidelines  

Applications for a development permit shall be accompanied by plans, including but not 
limited to survey plans, site development plans, grading plans, building plans, storm 
water management plans, landscape plans, lighting plans, and a written description of 
the proposal, to indicate how the proposed development is meeting the following 
guidelines: 

 



 
3.20 Building Form & Character: 

a) Buildings shall be constructed of materials and colours that blend in well with the 
surrounding natural environment, suit the physical character and terrain of the 
site and reflect the mountain pastoral character. 

b)  Wood or hardi-panel should feature predominantly in the finishing treatments. 
c) Traditional barn-like architecture, with gable, gambrel, raised or lean-to roof 

styles and cross-braced door finishings is encouraged. 
d) Mitigate the actual and perceived bulk of buildings by utilizing appropriate 

massing and detailing that creates a rhythm and visual interest along the line of 
the building (e.g. use of false or real hinged barn-style window or door elements) 

e) Utilize landscaping treatments to further soften the mass of building form (e.g. 
strategic placement of trees). 

f) Box-shaped tilt-up concrete or metal structures are not supported. 
 

3.21 Landscaping and Buffering: 
a) Buffering of medical marihuana operations is important in order to ensure that 

these uses are not at odds with adjacent uses. 
b) Any federally required metal fencing shall be buffered with native planting. 
c) Top soil deep enough to allow for well-rooted planting and reduce irrigation 

requirements should be utilized. 
d) Use native species of trees or shrubs and utilize the planting of conifers to block 

winter winds and deciduous trees to create shade in the summer. 
e) Utilize cisterns to store water and provide irrigation. 

 
3.22 Lighting and Signage: 

a) Minimize the amount of lighting on signs.  Installation of video, reader board, and 
neon or LED signs is discouraged.  Signs should be non-illuminated from within. 

b) Exterior lighting, including within a parking area, should be low intensity and not 
cause excessive night-time glow or glare. 

c) Use energy efficient exterior lighting systems with timers and sensors to provide 
light only when required.  Ambient lighting should be minimized. 

d) Signage should be pedestrian oriented in scale.  Large vehicular-based signage 
should be avoided.  Appropriate forms of signage include: 
i) Signs mounted flush with building facades; 
ii) Wood carved and/or hand painted hanging signs above pathways.” 

 

READ A FIRST time this  27th  day of   JANUARY, 2014 

READ A SECOND time this   day of     , 2014 

PUBLIC HEARING HELD on   day of     , 2014 
 

READ A THIRD time this  day of     , 2014 

ADOPTED this    day of      , 2014 
 

     
Patricia Heintzman Peter DeJong 
Chair Secretary 



 
 
 

SQUAMISH-LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 1310-
2014 

 
A bylaw to amend Electoral Area B Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1073, 2008 to 

regulate Medical Marihuana Operations 
 

WHEREAS the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District wishes to amend the Electoral 
Area B Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1073, 2008 to regulate Medical Marihuana 
Operations; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District, in open meeting 
assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
1) This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District 

Electoral Area B Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1073, 2008, Amendment Bylaw No. 
1310-2014”. 

 
2) Electoral Area B Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1073, 2008 is hereby amended as 

follows: 
 
a) By inserting the following in the  “Summary of Amendments” table: 
 
BYLAW NO. SUMMARY OF BYLAW AMENDMENTS DATE OF ADOPTION 

1310 – 2014 Creating a Medical Marihuana Operation Development Permit 
Area 

________, 2014 

 

 

b) By inserting after Development Permit Area 2, in the DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREAS 
section: 

 

“Development Permit Area 3 (or next available number): Medical Marihuana Operation 

 

This DPA controls the construction on all property in Electoral Area B for the purposes of 
ensuring that medical marihuana operations are developed in a way that is in keeping 
with the form and character of Electoral Area B.  See policies set out in 3.13 to 3.21 in 
this section.” 
 

c) By inserting sections 3.13 through 3.22 after 3.12 in the Economic Development section 
as follows: 
 
“Development Permit Area 3 (or next available number): Medical Marihuana Operation 
 

3.13 Definition 

A “medical marihuana operation” means the growing, cultivation, storage, distribution or 
destruction of marihuana as lawfully permitted and authorized pursuant to the Federal 



Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations, as amended from time to time. 

 

3.14 Category 

Pursuant to Section 919.1 (1) (f) of the Local Government Act, the Medical Marihuana 
Operation Development Permit Area is designated for the establishment of objectives for 
the form and character of medical marihuana operations. 

 

3.15 Justification and Special Conditions 

The purpose of the designation of lands in Electoral Area B for a Medical Marihuana 
Operation Development Permit Area is: 

 Electoral Area B contains many areas having high scenic values. The purpose of 
Development Permit Area 3:  Medical Marihuana Operations is to set out guidelines 
to help ensure that development of medical marihuana operations is well suited to 
the environment, and does not result in buildings and structures that are at odds with 
the natural beauty and serenity of Electoral Area B. 

 
Applications shall be accompanied by plans indicating the following: 

 Location of all existing and proposed buildings & structures, parking areas, and 
driveways. 

 Extent and nature of existing and proposed landscaping and surfacing, including 
details of trees, ground cover, and other permeable and impermeable surfaces. 

 The exterior materials of existing and proposed structures. 

 

3.15 Issuance 

The Board delegates the authority to issue Medical Marihuana Operation Development 
Permits to the Director of Planning and Development. 
 

3.17 Application 

A Medical Marihuana Operation Development Permit is required prior to the 
commencement of construction or erection of new buildings or structures. 

 

3.18 Exemptions 

A Medical Marihuana Operation Development Permit is not required for the following: 

 Existing buildings and uses; 
 Renovations  within an existing building that do not involve any exterior modifications 

or any additional parking; 
 Replacement of a sign face; 
 Additions to existing buildings that are less than 50 m2. 

3.19 Guidelines  

Applications for a development permit shall be accompanied by plans, including but not 
limited to survey plans, site development plans, grading plans, building plans, storm 
water management plans, landscape plans, lighting plans, and a written description of 
the proposal, to indicate how the proposed development is meeting the following 
guidelines: 

 



 
3.20 Building Form & Character: 

a) Buildings shall be constructed of materials and colours that blend in well with the 
surrounding natural environment, suit the physical character and terrain of the 
site and reflect the mountain pastoral character. 

b)  Wood or hardi-panel should feature predominantly in the finishing treatments. 
c) Traditional barn-like architecture, with gable, gambrel, raised or lean-to roof 

styles and cross-braced door finishings is encouraged. 
d) Mitigate the actual and perceived bulk of buildings by utilizing appropriate 

massing and detailing that creates a rhythm and visual interest along the line of 
the building (e.g. use of false or real hinged barn-style window or door elements) 

e) Utilize landscaping treatments to further soften the mass of building form (e.g. 
strategic placement of trees). 

f) Box-shaped tilt-up concrete or metal structures are not supported. 
 

3.21 Landscaping and Buffering: 
a) Buffering of medical marihuana operations is important in order to ensure that 

these uses are not at odds with adjacent uses. 
b) Any federally required metal fencing shall be buffered with native planting. 
c) Top soil deep enough to allow for well-rooted planting and reduce irrigation 

requirements should be utilized. 
d) Use native species of trees or shrubs and utilize the planting of conifers to block 

winter winds and deciduous trees to create shade in the summer. 
e) Utilize cisterns to store water and provide irrigation. 

 
3.22 Lighting and Signage: 

a) Minimize the amount of lighting on signs.  Installation of video, reader board, and 
neon or LED signs is discouraged.  Signs should be non-illuminated from within. 

b) Exterior lighting, including within a parking area, should be low intensity and not 
cause excessive night-time glow or glare. 

c) Use energy efficient exterior lighting systems with timers and sensors to provide 
light only when required.  Ambient lighting should be minimized. 

d) Signage should be pedestrian oriented in scale.  Large vehicular-based signage 
should be avoided.  Appropriate forms of signage include: 
i) Signs mounted flush with building facades; 
ii) Wood carved and/or hand painted hanging signs above pathways.” 

 

READ A FIRST time this  27th  day of   JANUARY, 2014 

READ A SECOND time this   day of     , 2014 

PUBLIC HEARING HELD on   day of     , 2014 
 

READ A THIRD time this  day of     , 2014 

ADOPTED this    day of      , 2014 
 

     
Patricia Heintzman Peter DeJong 
Chair Secretary 



 
 

 
SQUAMISH-LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 1311-

2014  
 

A bylaw to amend Electoral Area C Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 689, 1999 to 
regulate Medical Marihuana Operations 

 
 

WHEREAS the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District wishes to amend Electoral 
Area C Official Community Bylaw 689, 1999 in order to regulate medical marihuana operations: 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District, in open meeting 
assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
1) This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District 

Electoral Area C Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 689, 1999 Amendment Bylaw No. 
1311-2014”. 

 
2) Electoral Area C Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 689, 1999 is hereby amended as 

follows: 
 

a) By updating Page 2 “Summary of Amendments” to include this bylaw: 
 
BYLAW NO. SUMMARY OF BYLAW AMENDMENTS DATE OF ADOPTION 

1311 – 2014 Creating a Medical Marihuana Operation Development 
Permit Area 

________, 2014 

 

b) By inserting the definition of “medical marihuana operation” after “intensive recreation” in 
the GLOSSARY section: 

“’medical marihuana operation’ means the growing, cultivation, storage, distribution or 
destruction of marihuana as lawfully permitted and authorized pursuant to the Federal 
Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations, as amended from time to time.” 

 
c) By inserting sections 3.14.1 through 3.14.6 after section 3.13 (ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT section) as follows: 

 

“3.14 Development Permit Area 3:  Medical Marihuana Operations 

 

3.14.1  Pursuant to Section 919.1 (1) (f) of the Local Government Act, Development Permit 
Area 3 (DPA 3) is designated for the establishment of objectives for the form and 
character of medical marihuana operations. 

3.14.2 Development Permit Area 3:  Medical Marihuana Operations applies to all lands in 
the plan area where a medical marihuana use is being proposed. 

 

3.14.3 The Board delegates the authority to issue Medical Marihuana Operation 



Development Permits to the Director of Planning and Development. 
 

3.14.4 Electoral Area C contains many areas having high scenic values. The purpose of 
Development Permit Area 3:  Medical Marihuana Operations is to set out guidelines 
to help ensure that development of medical marihuana uses is well suited to the 
environment, and does not result in buildings and structures that are at odds with the 
natural beauty and serenity of Electoral Area C. 

 
3.14.5 A Development Permit is required for all medical marihuana operations that are 

within the Development Permit Area that involve the construction or erection of 
buildings and structures, or additions to existing buildings that are greater than 50 
m2. 

 

3.14.6 Guidelines 

a. Building Form & Character:  
i. Buildings shall be constructed of materials and colours that blend in well with 

the surrounding natural environment, suit the physical character and terrain of 
the site and reflect the mountain pastoral character.   

ii. Wood or hardi-panel should feature predominantly in the finishing treatments. 
iii. Traditional barn-like architecture, with gable, gambrel, raised or lean-to roof 

styles and cross-braced door finishings is encouraged. 
iv. Mitigate the actual and perceived bulk of buildings by utilizing appropriate 

massing and detailing that creates a rhythm and visual interest along the line of 
the building (e.g. use of false or real hinged barn-style window or door 
elements) 

v. Utilize landscaping treatments to further soften the mass of building form (e.g. 
strategic placement of trees). 

vi. Box-shaped tilt-up concrete or metal structures are not supported. 
 

b. Landscaping and Buffering: 
i. Buffering of medical marihuana operations is important in order to ensure that 

these uses are not at odds with adjacent uses. 
ii. Any federally required metal fencing shall be buffered with native planting. 
iii. Top soil deep enough to allow for well-rooted planting and reduce irrigation 

requirements should be utilized. 
iv. Use native species of trees or shrubs and utilize the planting of conifers to 

block winter winds and deciduous trees to create shade in the summer. 
v. Utilize cisterns to store water and provide irrigation. 
 

c. Lighting and Signage: 
i. Minimize the amount of lighting on signs.  Installation of video, reader board, 

and neon or LED signs is discouraged.  Signs should be non-illuminated from 
within.   

ii. Exterior lighting, including within a parking area, should be low intensity and not 
cause excessive night-time glow or glare.   

iii. Use energy efficient exterior lighting systems with timers and sensors to 
provide light only when required.  Ambient lighting should be minimized. 

iv. Signage should be pedestrian oriented in scale.  Large vehicular-based 
signage should be avoided.  Appropriate forms of signage include: 
a) Signs mounted flush with building facades; 



b) Wood carved and/or hand painted hanging signs above pathways.” 
 

 
 
READ A FIRST time this           27th day of  JANUARY, 2014 
 

READ A SECOND time this   day of     , 2014 

 

PUBLIC HEARING HELD on   day of     , 2014 
 

READ A THIRD time this  day of     , 2014 

 

ADOPTED this    day of      , 2014 
 
 
 

     
Patricia Heintzman Peter DeJong 
Chair Secretary 
 
 



 
 
 

SQUAMISH-LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 1312-
2014 

 
A bylaw to amend Electoral Area D Official Community Plan Bylaw No.1135-2013 to 

regulate Medical Marihuana Operations 
 

 
WHEREAS the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District wishes to amend Electoral 
Area D Official Community Bylaw 1135-2013 in order to regulate medical marihuana; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District, in open meeting 
assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
1) This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District 

Electoral Area D Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1135-2013, Amendment Bylaw No. 
1312-2014”. 

 
2) Electoral Area D Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1135-2013 is hereby amended as 

follows: 
 

a) By inserting section 7.8 after section 7.7 on the Table of Contents as follows: 
“7.8   MEDICAL MARIHUANA OPERATIONS DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 
AREA………67” 
 

b) By inserting a “Summary of Amendments” table after the Table of Contents and 
including this amendment table therein as follows: 

 
BYLAW NO. SUMMARY OF BYLAW AMENDMENTS DATE OF ADOPTION 

1312 – 2014 Creating a Medical Marihuana Operations Development 
Permit Area 

________, 2014 

 

c) By inserting a definition of Medical Marihuana Operations in section 1.1 Definitions, after 
“Marine Foreshore” as follows: 

 
“Medical marihuana operations means the growing, cultivation, storage, distribution or 
destruction of marihuana as lawfully permitted and authorized pursuant to the Federal 
Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations, as amended from time to time.” 

 

d) By inserting a new Section 7.8 on page 67 as follows: 

 

“7.8      MEDICAL MARIHUANA OPERATIONS DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREA 

 
Category 

Pursuant to Section 919.1 (1) (f) of the Local Government Act, the Medical Marihuana 
Operations Development Permit Area is designated for the establishment of objectives 



for the form and character of medical marihuana operations. 

 

Area 

All land within Electoral Area D of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District has been 
designated as appropriate for a Medical Marihuana Operations Development Permit 
where such a use is proposed.  

 

Justification and Special Conditions 

The purpose of the designation of lands in Electoral Area D for a Medical Marihuana 
Operations Development Permit Area is: 

 Electoral Area D contains many areas having high scenic values. The purpose of the 
Medical Marihuana Operations Development Permit Area is to set out guidelines to 
help ensure that development of medical marihuana operations is well suited to the 
environment, and does not result in buildings and structures that are at odds with the 
natural beauty and serenity of Electoral Area D. 

 

Applications shall be accompanied by plans indicating the following: 

 Location of all existing and proposed buildings & structures, parking areas, and 
driveways. 

 Extent and nature of existing and proposed landscaping and surfacing, including 
details of trees, ground cover, and other permeable and impermeable surfaces. 

 The exterior materials of existing and proposed structures. 

 

Issuance 

The Board delegates the authority to issue Medical Marihuana Operations Permits to 
the Director of Planning and Development. 
 

Application 

A Medical Marihuana Operations Development Permit is required prior to the 
commencement of construction or erection of new buildings or structures. 

 

Exemptions 

A Medical Marihuana Operations Development Permit is not required for the following: 

 Existing buildings and uses; 
 Renovations  within an existing building that do not involve any exterior modifications 

or any additional parking; 
 Replacement of a sign face; 
 Additions to existing buildings that are less than 50 m2. 

 

Guidelines  

Applications for a development permit shall be accompanied by plans, including but not 
limited to survey plans, site development plans, grading plans, building plans, storm 
water management plans, landscape plans, lighting plans, and a written description of 
the proposal, to indicate how the proposed development is meeting the following 



guidelines: 
 

1. Building Form & Character:  
a) Buildings shall be constructed of materials and colours that blend in well with the 

surrounding natural environment, suit the physical character and terrain of the site and 
reflect the mountain pastoral character.   

b)  Wood or hardi-panel should feature predominantly in the finishing treatments. 
c) Traditional barn-like architecture, with gable, gambrel, raised or lean-to roof styles and 

cross-braced door finishings is encouraged. 
d) Mitigate the actual and perceived bulk of buildings by utilizing appropriate massing and 

detailing that creates a rhythm and visual interest along the line of the building (e.g. use 
of false or real hinged barn-style window or door elements) 

e) Utilize landscaping treatments to further soften the mass of building form (e.g. strategic 
placement of trees). 

f) Box-shaped tilt-up concrete or metal structures are not supported. 
 
2. Landscaping and Buffering: 
a) Buffering of medical marihuana operations is important in order to ensure that these 

uses are not at odds with adjacent uses. 
b) Any federally required metal fencing shall be buffered with native planting. 
c) Top soil deep enough to allow for well-rooted planting and reduce irrigation requirements 

should be utilized. 
d) Use native species of trees or shrubs and utilize the planting of conifers to block winter 

winds and deciduous trees to create shade in the summer. 
e) Utilize cisterns to store water and provide irrigation. 

 
3. Lighting and Signage: 
a) Minimize the amount of lighting on signs.  Installation of video, reader board, and neon 

or LED signs is discouraged.  Signs should be non-illuminated from within.   
b) Exterior lighting, including within a parking area, should be low intensity and not cause 

excessive night-time glow or glare.   
c) Use energy efficient exterior lighting systems with timers and sensors to provide light 

only when required.  Ambient lighting should be minimized. 
d) Signage should be pedestrian oriented in scale.  Large vehicular-based signage should 

be avoided.  Appropriate forms of signage include: 
i) Signs mounted flush with building facades; 
ii) Wood carved and/or hand painted hanging signs above pathways.” 

 

READ A FIRST time this  27th  day of   JANUARY, 2014 

READ A SECOND time this   day of     , 2014 

PUBLIC HEARING HELD on   day of     , 2014 

READ A THIRD time this  day of     , 2014 

ADOPTED this    day of      , 2014 
 

     
Patricia Heintzman Peter DeJong 
Chair Secretary 
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