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Meeting date:  October 27, 2014

To:  SLRD Board of Directors

Location:  Electoral Area C 
____________________________________________________________________________________
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. THAT Bylaw 1307‐2014, cited as “Squamish‐Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area C Zoning 

Bylaw No. 765, 2002, Amendment Bylaw No. 1307‐2014” be read a third time. 
 

2. Bylaw 1307‐2014, cited as “Squamish‐Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area C Zoning Bylaw 
No. 765, 2002, Amendment Bylaw No. 1307‐2014” be adopted. 

 
3. THAT Bylaw 1311‐2014, cited as “Squamish‐Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area C Official 

Community Plan Bylaw No. 689, 1999, Amendment Bylaw No. 1311‐2014” be read a third 
time. 

 
4. Bylaw 1311‐2014, cited as “Squamish‐Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area C Official 

Community Plan Bylaw No. 689, 1999, Amendment Bylaw No. 1311‐2014” be adopted. 
 

KEY ISSUES/CONCEPTS: 
 
A second public hearing was held on Wednesday October 22, 2014 at 7 pm in the SLRD Boardroom in 
Pemberton.  Bylaw 1307‐2014 will amend Electoral Area C Zoning Bylaw No. 765, 2005.  The purpose 
of Bylaw 1307‐2014 is to establish regulations for medical marihuana production facilities in Electoral 
Area C.  Bylaw 1311‐2014 will amend the Electoral Area C OCP to address medical marihuana through 
the creation of a development permit area for form and character issues.  The summary of the public 
hearing is outlined in this report, and the minutes are attached as Appendix 3. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The first public hearing was compromised so a new public hearing was required.  At the July 28, 
2014 Board meeting, second reading was rescinded for both Bylaw 1307‐2014 and Bylaw 1311‐
2014.  At the October 1, 2014 Board meeting, the Board provided further direction for revised 
medical marihuana regulations in Areas C and D.  The resolutions specific to Area C were as 
follows:    

REQUEST FOR DECISION 
Medical Marihuana Proposed Regulations 

Electoral Area C 
Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1307‐2014  

Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 1311‐2014  
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THAT Bylaw No. 1307‐2014 for Electoral Area C, cited as Squamish‐Lillooet Regional District 
Electoral Area C Zoning Bylaw No. 765, 2002, Amendment Bylaw No. 1307‐2014, be amended 
as follows: 
(a) The minimum parcel size for a medical marihuana use in the Agriculture Zone shall be 

60 Hectares; 
(b) Where parcels have split zoning, there shall only be one medical marihuana 

production facility per parcel. 
 

On October 1, 2014, the SLRD Board gave Bylaw 1307‐2014 second reading as amended to reflect 
the above, and gave Bylaw 1311‐2014 second reading. 
 
RELEVANT POLICIES: 
 
Zoning Bylaw No. 765, 2002 
Electoral Area C Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 689, 1999 
 
PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY: 
 
Electoral Area C Director Susie Gimse chaired the meeting with 1 member of the public attending 
along with SLRD staff.  No written comments were received prior to or during the public hearing.  
No verbal submissions were made during the public hearing. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
No comments were received prior to, or during the public hearing.  The proposed OCP and Zoning 
Amendment Bylaws are proceeding as presented at the October 1 Board meeting with no additional 
revisions. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Option 1 
Give Bylaw No. 1307‐2014 third reading, give Bylaw No. 1311‐2014 third reading, and adopt both 
bylaws. 
 
Option 2 
Do not give the bylaws third reading, and refer back to staff for more information. 
 
Preferred Option:  Option 1 
 
IMPLICATIONS 
 
FOLLOW UP ACTION: 
 
As per Board decision. 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
The second public hearing was held and no concerns were raised.  Zoning Amendment Bylaw 
1307‐2014 is ready to be given third reading, and 1311‐2014 is ready to be given third reading, 
with both bylaws ready to be adopted.   

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Appendix 1:  Electoral Area C Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1307‐2014 
Appendix 2:  Electoral Area C OCP Amendment Bylaw No. 1311‐2014 
Appendix 3:  Public Hearing Minutes – Wednesday October 22, 2014 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:  I. Holl, Planner 
Reviewed by:  K. Needham, Director of Planning and Development 
Approved by:  L. Flynn, Chief Administrative Officer 



 
SQUAMISH-LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT  

ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 1307-2014  
 

A bylaw to amend Electoral Area C Zoning Bylaw No. 765, 2002 to regulate 
 Medical Marihuana Production Facilities 

 
 

WHEREAS the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District wishes to amend the Electoral 
Area C Zoning Bylaw in order to regulate medical marihuana production facilities; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District, in open meeting 
assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
1) This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District 

Electoral Area C Zoning Bylaw No. 765, 2002, Amendment Bylaw No. 1307-2014”. 
 
2) Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area C Zoning Bylaw No. 765, 2002 is hereby 

amended as follows: 
 
a) The definition of “farm use” is deleted and replaced with: 

”farm use” means an occupation or use of land for husbandry of land, plants, and 
animals, and any other similar activity designated as farm use by regulation but 
excluding a medical marihuana production facility. 
 

b) The first two lines of the definition ”farm operation” are deleted and replaced with: 

“farm operation” means any of the following activities involved in carrying on a farm 
business:  
 

c) The definition of ”home industry” is amended by replacing 

the final semi colon with “, and a medical marihuana production facility;” 
 

d) The definition of ”medical marihuana production facility” is inserted after the definition of 
“livestock” as follows: 

“medical marihuana production facility” means the growing, cultivation, storage, 
distribution or destruction of marihuana as lawfully permitted and authorized pursuant to 
the Federal Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations, as amended from time to 
time. 
 

e) PART 4  General Zoning Provisions and Regulations is amended by: 
 

i) deleting 4.2 (g) and replacing it with “horticulture, excluding a medical marihuana 
production facility” 

 
ii) inserting a new section (i) after (h)  “(i) silviculture and forest management.” 
 
iii) inserting the following section 4.22 – 4.24 after section 4.21 as follows: 
 

 



 
SPLIT ZONES 
 
4.22 In the event that a parcel lies within more than one zone, uses, buildings and 

structures may be located only within a zone in which they are permitted, and 
the permissible density of uses, buildings, and structures must be calculated 
on the basis on the area of the parcel that is within the zone in which the use, 
building, or structure in question is permitted. 
.1 Notwithstanding Section 4.22, where a parcel lies within more than one 

zone, only one medical marihuana production facility will be permitted per 
parcel. 

 
4.23 In the event that a parcel lies within more than one zone and this bylaw 

specifies minimum lot sizes for those zones, no lot may be created by 
subdivision of such lot that is smaller than the minimum specified for the zone 
in which the new lot lies. 
.1 Whenever practicable the creation of a lot lying within two or more zones 

must be avoided.   
.2 Where the creation of a lot lying within two or more zones is unavoidable, 

the lot must have an area equal to or greater than the minimum specified 
for that zone in which the greatest portion of the lot lies. 

 
4.24 In the event that a parcel lies within more than one zone, the maximum 

number of dwellings that may be permitted on the entire parcel will be one 
regardless of parcel size. 
.1 Notwithstanding Section 4.24, an additional dwelling may be permitted in 

the AGR (Agriculture) zone or AGRPF (Agriculture Pemberton Fringe) sub 
zone portion of a split zoned parcel, only in accordance with SLRD and 
Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) policies, regulations, and approvals 
on second dwellings in the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). 

 
iv) inserting the following section 4.25 after section 4.24 as follows: 

 
MEDICAL MARIHUANA PRODUCTION FACILITY 
Notwithstanding any other section of this bylaw, the setback and height regulations 
shall not apply to an existing building that is re-purposed for a medical marihuana 
production facility, so long as that building has been issued a valid building permit. 

 
f) Part 5 (RR1 Zone) is amended by inserting a new section 5.1(6) after section 5.1(5) as 

follows: 
 

5.1(6) On parcels 10 hectares or greater in the RR1 ZONE, (excluding the RR1TA and 
RR1LUC Sub Zones) the additional permitted uses are: 

 
(a) Medical marihuana production facility provided that: 

(i) no such building shall exceed 10 metres in height. 
 

g) Part 5 (RR1 Zone) is amended by inserting a new section 5.9(2) after section 5.9(1) as 
follows: 

 
5.9(2) The maximum combined floor area for buildings used in a medical marihuana 



production facility shall be 2,500 square metres. 
 

h) Part 5 (RR1 Zone) is amended by inserting a new section 5.10(2) after section 5.10(1) 
as follows: 

 
5.10(2) No medical marihuana production facility shall be located within 15 metres of a 

parcel line. 
 

i) Part 5 (RR1 Zone) is amended by inserting a new section 5.12(4) after section 5.12(3) 
as follows: 

 
5.12(4) The minimum parcel area for a medical marihuana production facility shall be 10 

hectares. 
 

j) Part 6 (AGR Zone) is amended by inserting a new section 6.1(4) after section 6.1(3) as 
follows: 

 
6.1(4) On parcels 60 hectares or greater in the AGR ZONE, (excluding the AGRPF and 

AGRLUC Sub Zones), the additional permitted uses are: 
 

(a) Medical marihuana production facility provided that: 
(i) no such building shall exceed 10 metres in height. 
 

k) Part 6 (AGR Zone) is amended by inserting a new section 6.5(4) after section 6.5(3) as 
follows:  

 
6.5(4) The maximum combined floor area for buildings used in a medical marihuana 

production facility shall be 2,500 square metres. 
 

l) Part 6 (AGR Zone) is amended by inserting a new section 6.7(2) after section 6.7(1) as 
follows: 

 
6.7(2) No medical marihuana production facility shall be located within 15 metres of a 

parcel line. 
 

m)  Part 11 (Industrial Zone) is amended by inserting new sections 11.1(1) and 11.1(2) after 
section 11.1(t) as follows: 

 
11.1(1) On parcels 0.5 hectares or greater, the additional permitted uses are: 

 
(a) Medical marihuana production facility provided that: 

(i) No such building shall exceed 10 metres in height; 
(ii) The maximum combined floor area for buildings used in a medical 

marihuana production facility shall be 2,500 square metres. 
 

n) Part 12 (Resource Industrial Zone) is amended by inserting a new section 12.1(1) and 
12.1(2) after section 12.1(g) as follows: 

 
12.1(1) On parcels 0.5 hectares or greater the additional permitted uses are: 

  
(a) Medical marihuana production facility provided that: 



(i) No such building shall exceed 10 metres in height; 
(ii) The maximum combined floor area for buildings used in a medical 

marihuana production facility shall be 2,500 square metres. 
 

3) If any section, subsection, clause or phrase of this bylaw is held to be invalid for  
 any reason by a court or competent jurisdiction, the invalid portion shall be  
 severed and the decision that it is invalid shall not affect the validity of the  
 remainder of the bylaw.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
READ A FIRST time this     24th day of  FEBRUARY, 2014 
 
 
READ A SECOND time this    28th day of  APRIL, 2014 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD on    19th day of  JUNE, 2014 
 
 
SECOND READING RESCINDED this  28th day of   JULY, 2014 
 
 
READ A SECOND TIME this    1st day of  OCTOBER, 2014 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD this   22nd day of  OCTOBER, 2014 
 
 
READ A THIRD time this    27th day of  OCTOBER, 2014 
 
 
ADOPTED this      27th day of  OCTOBER, 2014 
 
 
 
 

     
Patricia Heintzman Peter DeJong 
Chair Secretary 
 



 
 

 
SQUAMISH-LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT 

ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 1311-2014 
 

A bylaw to amend Electoral Area C Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 689, 1999 to 
regulate Medical Marihuana Production Facilities 

 
 

WHEREAS the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District wishes to amend Electoral 
Area C Official Community Bylaw 689, 1999 in order to regulate Medical Marihuana Production 
Facilities: 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District, in open meeting 
assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
1) This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Squamish-Lillooet Regional District 

Electoral Area C Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 689, 1999 Amendment Bylaw No. 
1311-2014”. 

 
2) Electoral Area C Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 689, 1999 is hereby amended as 

follows: 
 

a) By updating Page 2 “Summary of Amendments” to include this bylaw: 
 
BYLAW NO. SUMMARY OF BYLAW AMENDMENTS DATE OF ADOPTION 

1311 – 2014 
Creating a Medical Marihuana Production Facility 
Development Permit Area 

________, 201_ 

 

b) By inserting the definition of “medical marihuana production facility” after “intensive 
recreation” in the GLOSSARY section: 

“’medical marihuana production facility’ means the growing, cultivation, storage, 
distribution or destruction of marihuana as lawfully permitted and authorized pursuant to 
the Federal Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations, as amended from time to 
time.” 

 
c) By inserting sections 3.14.1 through 3.14.6 after section 3.13 (ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT section) as follows: 

 

“3.14 Development Permit Area 3:  Medical Marihuana Production Facility 

 

3.14.1  Pursuant to Section 919.1 (1) (f) of the Local Government Act, Development Permit 
Area 3 (DPA 3) is designated for the establishment of objectives for the form and 
character of medical marihuana production facilities. 

3.14.2 Development Permit Area 3:  Medical Marihuana Production Facility applies to all 
lands in the plan area where a medical marihuana production facility is being 



proposed. 
 

3.14.3 Electoral Area C contains many areas having high scenic values. The purpose of 
Development Permit Area 3:  Medical Marihuana Production Facility is to set out 
guidelines to help ensure that development of medical marihuana production 
facilities is well suited to the environment, and does not result in buildings and 
structures that are at odds with the natural beauty and serenity of Electoral Area C. 

 
3.14.4 A Development Permit is required for all medical marihuana production facilities that 

are within the Development Permit Area that involve the construction or erection of 
buildings and structures, or additions to existing buildings that are greater than 50 
m2. 

 

3.14.5 Guidelines 

a. Building Form & Character:  
i. Buildings shall be constructed of materials and colours that blend in well with 

the surrounding natural environment, suit the physical character and terrain of 
the site and reflect the mountain pastoral character.   

ii. Wood or hardi-panel should feature predominantly in the finishing treatments. 
iii. Traditional barn-like architecture, with gable, gambrel, raised or lean-to roof 

styles and cross-braced door finishings is encouraged. 
iv. Mitigate the actual and perceived bulk of buildings by utilizing appropriate 

massing and detailing that creates a rhythm and visual interest along the line of 
the building (e.g. use of false or real hinged barn-style window or door 
elements) 

v. Utilize landscaping treatments to further soften the mass of building form (e.g. 
strategic placement of trees). 

vi. Box-shaped tilt-up concrete or metal structures are not supported. 
 

b. Landscaping and Buffering: 
i. Buffering of medical marihuana production facilities is important in order to 

ensure that these uses are not at odds with adjacent uses. 
ii. Any federally required metal fencing shall be buffered with native planting. 
iii. Top soil deep enough to allow for well-rooted planting and reduce irrigation 

requirements should be utilized. 
iv. Use native species of trees or shrubs and utilize the planting of conifers to 

block winter winds and deciduous trees to create shade in the summer. 
v. Utilize cisterns to store water and provide irrigation. 
 

c. Lighting and Signage: 
i. Minimize the amount of lighting on signs.  Installation of video, reader board, 

and neon or LED signs is discouraged.  Signs should be non-illuminated from 
within.   

ii. Exterior lighting, including within a parking area, should be low intensity and not 
cause excessive night-time glow or glare.   

iii. Use energy efficient exterior lighting systems with timers and sensors to 
provide light only when required.  Ambient lighting should be minimized. 

iv. Signage should be pedestrian oriented in scale.  Large vehicular-based 
signage should be avoided.  Appropriate forms of signage include: 
a) Signs mounted flush with building facades; 



b) Wood carved and/or hand painted hanging signs above pathways. 
 

3.14.6 Exemptions: 

 

A Medical Marihuana Production Facility Development Permit is not required for 
the following: 

 Existing buildings and uses; 
 Renovations within an existing building that do not involve any exterior 

modifications or any additional parking; 
 Replacement of a sign face; 
 Additions to existing buildings that are less than 50 m2. 

 

3) If any section, subsection, clause or phrase of this bylaw is held to be invalid for  
any reason by a court or competent jurisdiction, the invalid portion shall be  
severed and the decision that it is invalid shall not affect the validity of the  
remainder of the bylaw.  

 
 
 
 
READ A FIRST time this     24th day of  FEBRUARY, 2014 
 
 
READ A SECOND time this    28th day of  APRIL, 2014 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD on    19th day of  JUNE, 2014 
 
 
SECOND READING RESCINDED this  28th day of  JULY, 2014 
 
 
READ A SECOND TIME this    1st day of  OCTOBER, 2014 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD this   22nd day of  OCTOBER, 2014 
 
 
READ A THIRD time this    27th day of  OCTOBER, 2014 
 
 
ADOPTED this      27th day of   OCTOBER, 2014 
 
 
 
 

     
Patricia Heintzman Peter DeJong 
Chair Secretary 



PUBLIC HEARING 
Medical Marihuana in Electoral Area C: 
OCP Amendment Bylaw No. 1311-2014 

Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1307-2014 
 

SQUAMISH-LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT 
 
Minutes of a Public Hearing convened by the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District Board, held in 
the Boardroom at the SLRD office in Pemberton, BC on October 22, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Present were: S. Gimse, Electoral Area C Director (Chair); I. Holl, Planner, M. Fournier-Beck, 
Planning & GIS Technician (Recording Secretary), and 1 member of the public. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 
CHAIR’S INTRODUCTORY 
COMMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Director Gimse introduced and called the meeting to order at 
7:10 PM 
 
Good evening, my name is Susie Gimse, and as the Electoral 
Area C Director for the Squamish Lillooet Regional District 
Board, I will be chairing this public hearing.  I would like to 
introduce - Ian Holl, Planner who will be presenting the bylaws, 
and Marie Fournier-Beck, Planning & GIS Technician, who will 
be recording your comments. 
 
I would like to note that we are on the traditional territory of the 
Lil’wat Nation. 
 
This public hearing is convened pursuant to Section 890 of the 
Local Government Act to allow the public to make 
representations to the Board respecting matters contained in the 
proposed bylaws. 
 
Squamish Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area C Official 
Community Plan Bylaw No. 689, 1999, Amendment Bylaw 
No. 1311-2014 
 
Squamish Lillooet Regional District Electoral Area C Zoning 
Bylaw No. 765, 2002, Amendment Bylaw No. 1307-2014 
 
This public hearing was advertised in two issues of the Pique.  
Every one of you present who believes that your interest in the 
property is affected by the proposed bylaws shall be given a 
reasonable opportunity to be heard or to present written 
submissions respecting matters contained in the bylaw.  None of 
you will be discouraged or prevented from making your views 
known.  However, it is important that you restrict your remarks to 
matters contained in the proposed bylaws. 
 
When speaking please address the chair and commence your 
remarks by clearly stating your name and address.   
 
Members of the Regional Board may ask or respond to 
questions following a presentation.  However, the function of the 



This is Page 2 of the Minutes of a Public Hearing convened by the Regional Board of the 
Squamish-Lillooet Regional District, held on October 22, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLANNER PRESENTATION 
 
 
 
 
 
Director Gimse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TERMINATION 
 

Board representatives at this public hearing is to listen rather 
than to debate the merits of the proposed bylaws.   
After this public hearing has concluded, the Regional Board 
may, without further notice or hearing, adopt or defeat the 
bylaws, or alter and then adopt the bylaws, provided that the 
alteration does not alter the use or density. 
 
May I remind you that tonight is your opportunity for input on the 
bylaws and that after the conclusion of this hearing, no further 
public comments can be received. 
 
To date, we have received about no written submissions 
regarding the proposed medical marihuana and zoning 
amendments and the public hearing.   
 
I will now ask Ian Holl to introduce the bylaws.  After Ian’s 
presentation, the floor will be opened to members of the public, 
and you will be given the opportunity to speak to the bylaws.   
 
I. Holl, Planner, gave a power point presentation which 
described the proposed amendment bylaws and the changes 
that had been made to the minimum parcel size for a medical 
marihuana production facility in an Agriculture zone.   
 
 
Director Gimse called three times for comments. No written 
submissions were received. There being no comments, she 
terminated the public hearing for Squamish Lillooet Regional 
District Electoral Area C Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 689, 
1999, Amendment Bylaw No. 1311-2014, and Squamish Lillooet 
Regional District Electoral Area C Zoning Bylaw No. 765, 2002, 
Amendment Bylaw No. 1307-2014 at 7:19 PM.  
 
 
7:19 P.M. 

 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
S. Gimse, Chair 

 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
M. Fournier-Beck, Recording Secretary 
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