
 

On October 1, 2013 the Government of 
Canada launched the new Marihuana for 
Medical Purposes Regulation (MMPR). The 
MMPR will change not only the way 
Canadians access marihuana for medical 
purposes but the way it is produced and 
distributed as well. 

Health Canada is currently accepting 
applications for commercial production 
licenses under these new regulations. With 
the new MMPR, marihuana will be produced 
and accessed via commercially licensed 
producers. The new process will replace the 
individual/proximate accessibility with 
centralized, large scale commercial 
production. 

 It will no longer be legal to grow medical 
marihuana in private dwellings. 
Production will take place indoors by 
larger scale commercial producers; 

 Doctors and other health practitioners will 
prescribe medical marihuana and Health 
Canada will no longer be authorizing 
individuals for possession of marihuana 
for medical purposes; 

 Medical marihuana will be shipped by 
producers to users or users will be able 
to acquire it directly from pharmacies, 
authorized health practitioners, and 
hospitals who could purchase it directly 

from licensed producers; 

 Retail shops are not permitted as part of 
the licensed production facility; 

 Commercial production licenses are valid 
for two years, after which a corporation or 
individual would need to reapply; 

 Prior to submitting the application to 
Health Canada, prospective licensees 
are required to show proof of notification 
to local police, local fire authority, and 
local governments which will include the 
applicant’s name, the activities for which 
the license is sought, the site address at 
which the applicant proposes to conduct 
those activities, as well as the date when 
the application will be submitted to Health 
Canada; 

 A list of licensed producers will be made 
available on the Health Canada website; 
information such as the Name of the 
producer (business name), Phone 
number, Email and Website (if 
applicable). 

 Extensive security and quality control 
requirements are required to be 
established, such as: 

 Employment of a quality assurance 
person with appropriate training, 
experience and technical knowledge 
to improve marihuana quality; 

 Indoor production and storage site in 
a non-residential structure to 
maximize security and minimize risks 
to human health and safety; 

 Restricted access areas, which would 
include all areas where a licensed 
activity is conducted; 
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Why is the SLRD regulating 
 Medical Marihuana  

Production Facilities? 

Key aspects of the new Health Canada  
regulations: 



 The perimeter of the site must be 
visually monitored at all times by 
visual recording devices and by 
personnel to detect any attempted or 
actual unauthorized access; 

 The facility must be equipped with a 
system that filters air to prevent the 
escape of odours and, if present, 
pollen; 

 Valid security clearances are required 
for staff, issued by the Federal 
Minister of Health. 

 

Although local government will not have the 
authority to delay or prevent an applicant 
from receiving a production license under the 
MMPR system, the Regional District will still 
be able to enforce local legislation and 
zoning bylaws.  

In order to address the new MMPR 
regulations, the SLRD Board of Directors has 
requested that staff prepare zoning and OCP 
bylaws in order to regulate medical 
marihuana production. 

 

 

The Agricultural Land Commission has 
determined that “growing” medical 
marihuana is a “farm use” and does not 
require ALC permission,  however, 
producers must comply with SLRD zoning, 
building and other regulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will this affect land in the 
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR)? 

AGRICULTURE 1 (AGR1) ZONE 

Permitted Uses 

In the AGR1 Zone the use of land, 

buildings  

and structures is restricted to: 

agriculture, excluding intensive 

agriculture 

aquaculture 

single family dwelling 

secondary suite 

bed and breakfast 

home occupation 

home industry 

accessory buildings and accessory 

uses 

.1 On parcels of 5 ha or greater, the 

additional permitted uses are: 

agriculture, including intensive 

agriculture 

.2 On parcels of 2 ha or greater, the 

additional permitted uses are: 

Operation of a temporary sawmill if at 

least 50% of the volume of the 
timber is harvested from the farm 
or parcel on which the sawmill is 
located. 

 

.3 On parcels of 60 ha or greater, the 

additional permitted uses are: 

medical marihuana production 

facility 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’d like to know more about the Electoral 

Area D zoning project or about the  new 

Agriculture zone in the Upper Squamish 

Valley, please contact the SLRD Planning 

and Development Department at 1-800-298-

7753. 

If you’re interested in starting a medical 

marihuana production facility in Electoral 

Area D, but the zoning does not allow the 

use, we recommend that you speak to staff 

in the Planning and Development 

Department about your options.   

 

 

Please refer to our website for more 

information about the rezoning application 

process. 

 

www.slrd.bc.ca 

How is the SLRD regulating medical 
marihuana production in Electoral Area 

D (in Zoning Bylaw 540)? 
 

The most recent bylaws in Electoral 
Area D include the following provisions: 

For the Electoral Area D Zoning 

Bylaw 540: 

 Allows medical marihuana 
production in Unzoned, Resource 
Use and Agriculture zones (in the 
Upper Squamish Valley). 

 Sets a minimum parcel size of: 

 10 ha (24.7 acres) on Resource 
Use land 

 60 ha (148 acres) on Agriculture 
land  

 Set a maximum floor area (building 
size) of: 

 2500 m2  (26,911 sq.ft) 

 
For the Electoral Area D OCP Bylaw: 

 Requires a development permit in 
order to ensure that the buildings are 
designed to meet with form and 
character guidelines so as to fit in 
better with their location. 

Need more information about zoning in 
general or land use regulations 
regarding medical marihuana 

production facilities? 


