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q 4. Show on the map for the Wildfire Plan all locations that may provide protection for
outdoor animals. 

18. Checklist for Relocating Livestock

Relocating animals off the farm may be appropriate, depending on characteristics of the 
wildfire, the level of preparedness, the type of animal, and the time available. 

Identifying a “buddy farm” ahead of time is one of the most important steps in preparing for 
livestock relocation. A buddy farm is one that has agreed to receive and care for animals from 
the threatened property. Arranging for the trucks, trailers, drivers, and handlers needed to 
transport animals is also important to complete before an emergency strikes. 
Note that the Evacuation Alert phase is the preferred time for relocating livestock, when 
time is available. During an Evacuation Order, the RCMP will strictly enforce traffic 
flows that prioritize the movement of residents to safety, and will only allow livestock 
movement if it does not interfere with the movement of people and emergency operations. 

If relocating livestock is a potential option, complete the following actions: 

 1. Determine which animals are suitable for relocation, considering loading time
requirement for different species. Record which animals should have priority for 
relocation in case time is short, using section 18, Checklist for Relocating Livestock. 

 2. Locate and prearrange one or more off-farm sites (including buddy farms) for the
livestock. Include the name, address, and contact information for each location in the 
Wildfire Plan.  

When identifying a buddy farm, it is important they be located in a different area not 
likely to be impacted by the same wildfire. To avoid confusion and misunderstanding, 
arrangements may be agreed to and documented in a mutual aid agreement or 
memorandum of understanding. Considerations include: channels of communication; 
extent/type of assistance to be provided; who will bear costs incurred; an annual site 
visit and review of emergency plans, animal inventory, and biosecurity requirements. 
ALERT (see Part E Resources) provides supports and tools to assist in pre-planning. 

 3. Select a method for quickly identifying farm animals that do not already have ear tags,
brands, or other identifying marks. Some “just-in-time” methods include paint on hooves 
and collaring. 

 4. Determine transport equipment required to move selected animals, appropriate loading
facilities, and ability to maneuver haulers in and around the farm. 

 5. Indicate on the Agriculture Operation Map the locations for loading the different types of
animals. 
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 6. If possible, identify the individuals or organizations that can haul the livestock to the off-
property relocation sites, and turnaround time for multiple trips. Use section 18, 
Checklist for Relocating Livestock to record hauler contact information. 

 7. For each animal type, list the special feed, water, medications, and care that should be
available at the relocation site. Indicate who will provide for these items. 

 8. Recognize special planning requirements for relocating certain livestock, especially
poultry and milking herds. (e.g. buddy farm locations, milking capacity, transport 
challenges). Be aware of biosecurity and disease control requirements for relocating 
your animals to the selected off-farm site and ensure complete documentation of 
required vaccinations. 

 9. If government funded assistance will be required on an event specific basis, check with
the local government Emergency Management and/or Ministry of Agriculture for current 
policy and procedures regarding pre-approval requirements prior to evacuation:  
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/business-market-
development/emergency-management

Note: During emergencies, the primary responsibility for livestock protection lies with 
the individual producer and if they have the ability to relocate livestock themselves, 
they are encouraged to do so. However, response costs incurred directly by the 
producer are not eligible for reimbursement.  

BC government support for livestock relocation generally targets only commercial 
producers. Non-farm business livestock owners or producers with pets may obtain 
support from the Canadian Disaster Animal Response Team (CDART) or BCSPCA. 

If relocating livestock during a wildfire is not possible, animals may still be adequately safeguarded 
by protecting structures ahead of time (e.g., FireSmart milking parlours). 

19. Checklist for Opening Gates, Cutting Fences to Free Animals

In some situations, such as rapid wildfire spread, the best thing may be to free the animals to green 
space or pasture. Animals will most often seek safety if unconfined. The Wildfire Plan should identify 
if it is safe to free your animals and how to do so, such as where to open gates and to cut fences 
that direct animals away from roadways and populated areas. 

Freeing animals may present risks to people nearby. The degree of risk depends on the location of 
the released livestock and proximity to busy roadways and routes that may be used for evacuation of 
people. Carefully evaluate these risks when considering the opening of gates and cutting of fences 
in a wildfire emergency, because you may be held responsible for damage caused by animals that 
are let free. The key test will be what a reasonable and prudent person would do with your 
experience and knowledge. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/business-market-development/emergency-preparedness/livestock-relocation
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/business-market-development/emergency-preparedness/livestock-relocation
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/business-market-development/emergency-management
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